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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Summer is finally here! It’s a time when many of us are traveling and away from Sunday
worship for sometimes several weeks at a time. During the summer months our giving tends to
slip a bit which leads to some cash flow problems. Enclosed in this newsletter is a special giving
cavelope for you o use as needed when you’re away in the coming weeks. Your help in staying
current would be very much appreciat >d.

Our giving through April is right on budget, thanks again for your faithful support!

Stewardship Committee

SENT WITH GOOD NEWS

We end worship with simple but powerful words, “Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be 10 God.”
In John 20:21b we hear similar words — “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

Yes, as followers of Christ we gather at St. Paul’s for worship, learning, service and support together.
Then we are told to go — to serve — to remember we are a sent people.

In the weeks ahead new people will move into our neighborhoods. Please take the initiative to greet
your new neighbors and welcome them to the community. Don’t be shy, talk to them about church. Invite
them and bring them to worship at St. Paul’s. If they have children, let them know about Vacation Bible
School. Share a newsletter or a devotional book as well.

This, of course, is always to be done in a respectful and caring manner. If people indicate to you that
they are already part of a faith community, affirm that relationship. It is not our intention at St. Paul’s to try to
steal someone away from somewhere else. It is certainly our calling to share the love and hope of God.

Let us go, serve, and remember that Jesus has sent us to share God’s Good News with our neighbor.

Blessings in your Ministry,
Pastor Bjornlund

WORSHIP MATTERS

“Simplicity in the worship space points to a profound reality: the mystery of God’s presence coupled with
God’s disposition toward humanity and all creation. That mystery is reflected powerfully in three worship
centers: font, altar or table, and pulpit or ambo. Each of these places is grounded in law and gospel, each
conveying God’s gracious face turned toward us.

Christians worship weekly in many different kinds of spaces. Whatever the space, let it proclaim as clearly as

possible the presence and disposition of the one who calls the assembly together. One cross is probably enough

(it is our chief symbol, not a decoration). One large Bible or lectionary and one place from which the scriptures

are both read and precached (an ambo or reading desk) speak (o the unity of the world. One loaf and one cup on

the table speak of a unity of invitation and shared meal. Let water be present in the font at all times to signal the

water of life in which we swim. Such simplicity aids in communicating the deepest gift we need, grace.”
Sundays and Seasons - 2005
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