MARCH 2005

AN A\ A\

Hi.............  MESSENGER

RENEWAL SUNDAY

MARCH 13, 2005
9:30 AM.

Celebrating Our Life In Christ “child of God, you have been sealed
by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever”

Celebrating Congregation Mission St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran is
“An Open and Inviting Church Spreading The Good News of Christ”

Celebrating Facility Renewal “Opening the Doors Wider” to better
serve the creation

*#* BISHOP’S ASSOCIATE Glenndy Sculley***
of the Minneapolis Synod
will help lead the celebration.

10:50 am — Forum — Conversation with Glenndy Sculley
2:00 — 4:00 pm; Facility Open House
Refreshments and walk about.

All are welcome!!!

Phone: 952-938-4683 Email: stpaulsi@saintpaulslutheran.org Fax: 952-938-1141
Website: www.saintpaulslutheran.org
Bob Bjornlund, Pusior Dorothy Swanson, Outreach Ministry Director Clarita Knapp, Secretary
Cindi Paulsen, Music Director
All the Baptized, Ministers




The season of Lent is a time for renewal in our calling to love God above all else and our
neighbor as ourselves. As a congregation, we will have such an opportunity on Sunday,
March 13. I hope you will make every effort to participate in the renewal of your
baptism, our mission and the facility. Bishop’s Associate, Glenndy Sculley will be with
us on this special day.

Holy week begins Sunday, March 20. Here with the gifts of word and sacrament, we
walk to the cross with Jesus and see God’s amazing love and sacrifice for all. Good
Friday evening we have an opportunity to gather for worship with the people of Hopkins
United Methodist Church and Mizpah United Church of Christ.

The Easter Day celebration will include a 9AM continental breakfast and 10:00AM Holy
Communion. Here with family, friends and neighbors, we come to give thanks for the

hope filled life that God in Christ brings to us now and prepares for us eternally.

We are over the worst of it. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
over come it.” John 1:5

Blessings, Pastor B

WORSHIP MATTERS

Easter Sunday is the high point of the church’s year, and as such deserves to be celebrated with
abandon. Musically, we are accustomed to adding instruments, testing our choirs’ abilities, and in general

ignoring the “less is more” dictum. The physical space, too, often reflects the high festive character of the day.

Easter lilies abound, and banners, streamers, and other decorations adorn the nave.

All this is good, as long as it doesn’t obscure what is central, even (or especially!) on this day:
the word, the font, the table, the cross. “The assembly’s focus is supported when all elements of the arts and
architecture work as a whole to draw attention to the central signs of word and sacrament” (Principles for
Worship, Renewing Worship, vol. 2, application S-18A). Flowers and musical elaboration may frame and

enthrone the feast and the gospel, but they must not supplant it, lest people be sent home dazzled by not
nourished. Sundays and Seasons, 2005



