CONTINUING GOD’S MISSION ApI‘ll 2006

50 YEARS OF SERVICE

‘k‘\‘k 1956 - 2006

mil.......... MESSENGER

Oh Come Let Us Worship

Palm/Passion Sunday

Sunday April 9

10:15 am Palm Branches distributed
and procession forms

10:30 am Holy Communion

Good Friday

Friday April 14, 7:30 pm

St. Paul’s ELCA worships with
Hopkins UMC and Mizpah UCC
at Mizpah, 412 5" Ave. N. Hopkins

Maundy Thursday
Thursday April 13, 7:00 pm
Holy Communion

The Resurrection of our Lord
FEaster Day, Sunday April 16

10:00 am Holy Communion

(8:30 —-9:30 am Pancake Breakfast)
(Youth Fund Raiser for Mission Trip)

Phone: 952-938-4683 Email: stpaulssaintpaulsiutheran.org Fax: 952-938-1141
Website: www.saintpaulslutheran.org
Bob Bjornlund, Pastor Linda Dundas, Secretary
Cindi Paulsen, Music Director
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February 10, 2006

St. Paul Lutheran Church
13207 Lake Street Extension
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55305

Dear Members of St. Paul: Re: 50" Anniversary

I have noted in your newsletter that you are this year celebrating the 50" anniversary of
your organization. My heartfelt congratulations upon this important milestone in your
life as a congregation!

I have warm and fond memories of the day we formally organized St. Paul on April 22,
1956. I remember the many tasks that led to its birth: the weeks of canvassing hundreds
of homes in the area; the beginning of worship services in the Minnetonka town hall;
building the house chapel on the church site. It was a joy to work with the scores of
willing families who were eager to become charter members of a new Lutheran
congregation.

After serving the congregation as its first pastor, I was called by the Board of American
Missions (of the U.L.C.A.) to the position of Secretary of English Missions, where I was
privileged to oversee the organization of all our mission congregations in the U.L.C.A.
While I was challenged to serve a wide scope of mission development throughout the
church, T was sad to leave the wonderful people of St. Paul in the fall of 1957.

Blessings to you in this year of your anniversary. I know that God will continue to bless
your work in the years that lic ahead.

Cordially,

Ot (bbb Tk

Pastor Merle G. Franke
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1956 - 2006

/4 Thank you Pastor Franke for your
y gracious and informative words. Indeed there
is much to be thankful for over these 50 years.
PﬂSfors In addition there is much to be confident about
for the future ministry of this congregation.
r r God is and will continue to bless the ministry
n e of St. Paul’s. We have this hope because of
— God's faithfulness and love.

Are you getting excited as the April 23rd celebration day approaches?
What a delight it will be to see people from the past and to meet new people.
There will be displays and highlights about congregation life.

Invitations will be coming soon. The 10:30 AM celebrative worship
service includes the return of Rev. John Hallin, who was Pastor from 1976 to
1998. He will offer the sermon. Following worship there will be a catered
brunch at St. Paul’s.

It s a good time to remember, give thanks, and celebrate God’s blessings
and God'’s people. Let us also remember the words of the original petition and
pledge concerning our calling:

“as members of the congregation we pledge to support its efforts and
do all within our ability to advance its growth. We will also support
the greater work of the church and the advancement of the kingdom of
Christ through the benevolence program of the church at large.”

Remember the people and ministry of St. Paul’s in prayer and deed.

Blessings on the Lenten Journey,

Pastor B




~ Define Your Own Financial Goals before Teaching Others ~

Issue Number Sixty two: February twenty Seventh, Two Thousand and Six

(BY Nathan Dugan)

When it comes to building healthy financial habits, it's often the little things that have
the biggest impact.

This was reinforced when I talked with a very nice couple at a recent conference I
spoke at in Washington D.C.

Shortly after my presentation, Melinda and Jack approached me and shared how they
taught their two sons about money from an early age. "We always tried to share with
them our various financial choices,” said Melinda. "Whether it was budgeting for
monthly expenses like groceries, the mortgage and our utility bills or saving for
retirement; we told them what we were doing and why we were doing it."

I asked them how they got to be so comfortable talking about these issues with their
boys.

"Before Melinda and I ever talked with the boys about money the two of us had several
conversations to make sure we were on the same page," said Jack.

"It wasn't always easy, but we knew it was critical to have some level of agreement
about our financial priorities if we were going to have any success teaching our boys,"
added Melinda.

Almost every week someone asks me how and more importantly when they should
start talking to their children about money. I always answer their question with
another question: "How clearly have you defined your own financial goals?"

In order to help another person develop healthy financial habits, it is essential to have
a clear idea about your own goals and priorities. You don't have to be a millionaire or

know everything about the stock market to be an effective teacher, but you do need a
well-defined financial roadmap.

Finally, don't wait for your children to reach the perfect age or procrastinate as you
look for the perfect opportunity to wade into the topic. It's unlikely it will ever
materialize. My advice: Carpe Diem!

- ONE SHABE SAVE SPERD 1DEA -

It is much easier to instill healthy financial habits with a young child than it is to
unravel unhealthy habits in a young adult. And as I said above you need to have a
good understanding of your own financial habits and objectives before you try and

teach someone else.

Download the My Money Plan worksheet from our website
www.sharesavespend.com -- click on curriculum, then samples-- to jumpstart
the process. Note there is both a youth and adult version.




Congregation Council

President - Phil Eckhert
and Outreach Ministry Liaison
Vice President - Jennie MacNaughton
and Worship & Music Liaison
Secretary - Jan Guetschow
and Fellowship Liaison
Treasurer - Eric Campbell
and Stewardship, Finance &
Adult Liaison
Faith & Life Liaison - Marilyn Woods
and Staff Support Liaison
Community Service Liaison - Ryan
Foss
Children & Youth Liaison - Jana
Larson
Property Liaison - Bernie Johnson
Pastor - Robert Bjornlund

Assisting Council

Financial Secretary -~ Ray Olson

@oeiate Treasurer - John Falk J
i Krls Moe attended the 2006

Minnesota Special Olympics winter games.
The statewide ski tournament was held at
Welsh Village Feb. 21 - 22. Kris placed 7" in
the Slalom, 4t in the Downhill race, and Gold
in the Giant Slalom. Congratulations Kris!

. P
Council News YA
St. Paul's Council meets on the (il W‘h
1 Qur Churc
second Thursday of each month. u Ou%ficers \[
The meetings are usually two hrs. srP<HLRTT
or less. Congregation members are welcome

to attend. Discussions this month included:

b
o)

e Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly will be
held April 28-29. Pastor, Dorothy and
Jan Guetschow plan to attend.

e The Lenten Wednesday supper,
“Conversation around Faith” and Holden
evening prayer have been well attended.

e Pastor attended the Society of the Holy
Trinity Retreat on March 6-7.

e Pastor shared an interesting article on
homosexual marriage.

¢ Aspecial offering request for missions is
customary at an anniversary celebration.
The council will split the offering from our
50t Anniversary Celebration with the
youth to support their mission Lrip Lo
West Virginia and use the remaining
funds to help a new congregation.

e june 10% will be the Spring Congregation
Meeting.

e Alarge fundraiser event will be held
Sawurday, May 13. There will be a
garage sale, plant sale & silent auction.
Other fundraisers are being planned.

April's Council meeting has been rescheduled
to Thursday, April 20 at 7:00 pm due to
Maundy Thursday service on the second
Thursday in April.

Effective April 1, 2006 - St. Paul's office
hours will be 9:30 am to 2:00 pm, Monday
through Friday, excluding Federal holidays.

i St. Paul’s congregation is pleased to send you
! this newsletter. However, if you prefer not to
i receive it, please call the church office at 952-
i 938-4683.

Reminder: May newsletter items are due in the office Saturday, April 15.



Worship Matters
Sharing the peace is a ritual

activity that engages the entire
assembly. Careful teaching will remind
the congregation that this is a moment of
holy joy, a sign of the reconciliation of
God's people, and an enacted prayer
that God’s peace might live in our lives.
Sharing the peace is not the time for
exchanging casual greetings with other
worshipers. Such greetings are best
reserve for the gathering area and for
fellowship time following the liturgy.
Sharing the peace is a simple sign of a
profound reality. This liturgical action
best takes place as the bridge between
word and meal (recalling Jesus’ counsel
in Matthew 5:23 - 24). Assisting
Ministers and Readers, p. 18

Sundays and Seasons - 2006

WHAT 1S SUCCESS ?

To laugh often and much:

To win the respect of intellfgent
people and the attection of
children:

To earn the apprectation of honest
critics and endure the betrayal of
talse trlends:

To apprectate beauty:

To tind the best in others:

To leave the world a bit berter;
whether by a healthy child, a
garden patch or a redeemed
soctal condition:

To know even one life has brearhed
easier because you have ltved:

This is to have succeeded.
Author Unknown

Sunday
School
Celebrates
Another
Successful
Year

Time has flown this year in Sunday school
as kids, leaders and helpers enjoyed learning
about worship, Paul, Heroes of the Bible and
more, as well as undertaking numerous
service projects. May 7 is the last day of
Sunday school for the year. On that day,
we’ll be holding classes during the usual
education hour. Following the 10:30 A.M.
worship service, we encourage everyone to
come to an all congregation potluck lunch
to celebrate not only the wonderful teachers
and leaders who helped with Sunday school,
but all those who help 1n the many ministries
that happen through St. Paul’s. Hopefully
on that day, our sixth graders will entertain
us with another one of their delightful skits
during the potluck! For our meal together,
we’d like to encourage families whose last
name starts with the letters A — L to bring a
main dish, M - S to bring a salad item,
and T-Z to bring a dessert item. Please
come and help celebrate with us! If you
have questions or want to help in some way,
please contact Lisa Foss at 952-401-8044 or
lisaefoss@hotmail.com.

All - Church
Potluck M ™\




Get ready for
= St. Paul’'s

Lo Annual
C uréh IC Garage Sale

This event will include a Garage Sale,
Sitent Auction, Plant Sale and lunch for
sale. We will be accepting donations of
furniture, household misc., kitchenware,
Christmas decorations, electronics,
artwork etc. As you begin your spring
cleaning, please keep St. Paul's in mind.
Donations will be accepted starting the
week of May 8. Watch for more
information in the May Messenger.

2006 Summer
Vacation Bible School
— Exciting Changes
Are

Coming!

Exciting changes are afoot in St. Paul’s
Vacation Bible School (VBS) programming
for this summer! For the fourth year in a row,
St. Paul’s is partnering with Mizpah United
Church of Christ and Hopkins United
Methodist Church to offer a Tri-Congregation
VBS. That’s about all that’s staying the same
for this year’s plans! Following our kick-off
on Sunday, July 23", we will be holding a
Sull day VBS each day from Monday, July
24" through Friday, July 28™ for kids who
are going into first through sixth grades.
For our 4 and 5 year olds, we will be offering
a half-day program, Monday through Friday.
There will be a minimal charge for each
program, with no family turned away for
financial difficultics.

That’s not all that’s changing! Our full day
program will be led by the energetic efforts of

three Luther Point Bible Camp (LPBC)
counselors, young adults who spend their
summers spreading Jesus’ love to children
through day camp VBS programs like the one
we’ll be offering. The half-day program will
be led by Tri-Congregation volunteers, with
opening and closing by the LPBC counselors.
All children are welcome to attend the full-
and half-day programs — they don’t need to be
members to come!

We still need volunteers! While planning
sessions are still on going, we know that we
will need many helpers to make this year’s
VBS programs as successful as they have been
in the past. We'll need help with providing
meals for campers, assisting the LPBC
counselors with activities, teaching and
leading the 4 and 5 year olds, coordinating
transportation for off-site activities, and
more. We'll also need at least one host
family for an LPBC counselor for the week
the counselor is in town.

More details will follow in the next
newsletter. In the meantime, if you want more
information about enrolling your child,
grandchild or friend, if you would like to
sponsor a child’s attendance at VBS, or if you
would like to help with planning and
organizing this year’s VBS, please contact
Lisa Foss at 952-401-8044 or
lisaefoss@hotmail.com. We’re so excited and
energized by the changes in this year’s
program, and we hope you are too!

A Vacation Bible School
planning meeting is scheduled for
Thursday April 6 at 7:00 pm.
Anyone interested in helping is
encouraged to attend.




4 50" Anniversary Celebratioﬁ
Sunday, April 23
10:30 am worship
Brunch to follow

Have you returned your

\ reservation? /
April
Birthdays & Aanersaries
2 Eric Reynolds
6 Jana Larson
9 Lindsey Powers
11 Marcia Tuttle

11 Nancy Uden

12 Bob Bjornlund
12 Betty Mattick
13 Clint Hoyhyta
20  Roger Olson

20  Kathy Powers
22 Tracy Smith

25 Darla Gilbertson
26  Kris Jacobson
29 Darold Hanson
30  Roger Ramsden

Anniverseraries
5 Mel & Julie Laisy
15 Roger & Joyce Ramsden
19 Chuck & Ruth Lee
22 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
25 Darold & Diane Hanson

The Gospel According to St. Mark
Performed by Tom Stoltz
April 1 and 8 at 3:00 pm

Old Log Theater
Reservations: 952-474-5951

Adult Sunday Forums

March 27 - “Frequently Asked Questions”:
Angels - concepts and images;

April 2-1991 video “Our Hope for the
Future”. How far have we come in 20067

April 9 - Ruth Dombrowsky speaking on
and showing her Bethlehem trip video.

April 30 - the new ELW Worship Book

"FOR YOU MAKE ME GLAD BY YOUR DEEDS,

O LORD,

| SING FOR JOY AT THE WORKS OF YOUR

HANDS

Volunteer Opportunity

Methodist Hospital Hospice will be
providing training sessions this April and
May for new volunteers. Our volunteers
give respite care to caregivers who are
caring for terminally ill loved ones in their
own private homes. Commitment is a
maximum of 4 hours per week, and
training is 4 sessions. If interested,
please call Libby Swanson at 952-993-
5381. Thank you for your interest.



PRAYER and BIBLE STUDY
SUPPORT AVAILABLE

T St. Paul’s Prayer Line is activated by
calling Maxine Rieman at 952-
238-8516.

T Prayer resources are available at
www.elca.org/prayer.

% Christ in Our Home devotional
booklets are available in the library.

% Daily Discipleship is an ELCA online
Bible study based on the lectionary

and online at www.elca.org/

evangelism/dailydiscipleship.

God of Our Salvation, \
Hear Our Prayer ~

¥ Let us give thanks at St. Paul’s 50"
celebration for all the blessings of God
and the faithful response of so many to
those blessings.

T Let us pray for Ken Smith, child
Logan, Bob and Jan Guetschow.

% For Cpl. Karl Paulsen Bischoff, the
son of our Music Director Cindi Paulsen,
who is serving in Iraq.

T With thanksgiving for Associate in
Ministry Dorothy Swanson and the
leadership she has provided the past
seven years for St. Paul’s outreach.

v For neighbors Gail and Wayne
Anderson as they parent 7-month-old
quadruplets and their 3-year-old son.

v For Kristine Hansen and Steven
Clausen who are marrying on April 29.

T That the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America and St. Paul's will be open and
inviting to all people.

T That the continuing Lenten journey will

Bible Readings --

renew us in our relationship with God
@ in service to our neighbor. /

April 2 - 5™ Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psaim 51:1-13
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

April 9 - Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11
Isaiah 50:4- 9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1--15:47
or Mark 15: 1-39

April 13 - Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4[5-10] 1-14
Psalm 116:1,10-17
1 Corinthians 11:23 - 26
John 13:1-17,31b - 35

April 14 - Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16 - 25
John 18:1-19:42

April 16 - Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34 - 43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14 -24
1 Corinthians 15:1 - 11
John 20:1-18
or Mark 16:1-8

April 23 - 2™ Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32 - 35
Psalm 133
1John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31

April 30 - 3 Sunday of Easter

Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7

Luke 24:36b - 48



A word from Dorothy — As 1 have said in many annual reports over the past years,
“It has been a pleasure to be in ministry with you.” Thank you for your care & support and
your gifts, recognition, and presence at my farewell! God be with you,

Dorothy Swanson
THANKYOU

» St. Paul's charter members and confirmation youth for your meal and conversations
about 50 years of congregation life.

Food bringers and vocal leaders for the midweek Lenten suppers, learning and worship.
John Riggle and Roger Ramsden for snow clearing.

Darold Hanson, Roger Ramsden and John Riggle for Handi People work on the building.
Maxine Rieman for her weekly caring and cleaning,

Marilyn Woods for coordinating the Sunday forums.

Cveryone who helped with the Hopkins Bethesda Store seasonal change over,

Senior High Youth and Parents for the great spaghetti lunch on March 19.

VVVVYVVYYVY

A HUGE ‘thank-you’ goes to all St. Paul’s families who have been helping to
provide meals through St. Paul’s Loaves and Fishes ministry to the Gail and
Wayne Anderson family. Sixteen St. Paul’s families volunteered to bring meals
to help this nearby family who delivered quadruplets last Fall. If you are
interested in finding out more about St. Paul’s Loaves and Fishes program, or
know of someone in need of having a few meals delivered due to various circumstances, please

contact Lisa Foss at 952-401-8044 or Annette Madson at 952-935-8584.

Tuesday Grief Support Group
West Metro Grief Support Coalition invites all persons experiencing grief due to a death. Grief support groups offer
hope and healing through education, listening, sharing, prayer and fellowship.

Tuesdays 4:30-6:30pm
Minnetonka Lutheran Church
16023 Minnetonka Blvd.
Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 935-3419

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC

April 4 Don Rada Regaining Hope in Your Life
April 11 Carol Fiedler, RN Personal Story

April 18 Lynn Baskfield Creativity & Grief
April 25 Jeanne Shellum After Care

May 2 Doris Acton, RN Self Care

N

For more information, please call the coalition coordinator, Darcie Rodman at
763-546-4404
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Minneapolis Area Synod ELCA
122 West Franklin, Suite #600 Minneapolis, MN 55404
www.mpls-synod.org

[ lift my eyes to the mountains—from where will my help come?
My help is from the LORD my God. -Psatm 121:1

March 2006

Jordan Long received help from God. It came to him through Lutherans who were
equipped to help him with resources that flowed from congregations like yours.

Jordan Long and his family led a normal life in the Sudanese village of Lool Ngugjang—
until one night in 1983. “At 4:00 AM we saw fire pouring into our village, located three
miles from a larger town that was being attacked,” Long recalls. “We ran away from
the village and the fire.”

For days Jordan and his family walked, with little food or water. For years they
struggled to survive in refugee camps in Ethiopia. In 1989 Jordan was given a
scholarship to study in Addis Ababa. Through Mekane Yesus, a partner with the ELCA in
the Lutheran World Federation, Jordan renewed the Christian faith he first learned
from his mother in their village in the Sudan.

As a result of regular mission support offerings, like the $500.00 recently given by St
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Minnetonka, Jordan Long experienced the grace of
God in such a powerful way that he felt called to organize a worshipping community,
and finally to become an ordained pastor in the ELCA.

Sponsored by Lutherans in the United States, Jordan left the refugee camps to settle
in Rochester, New York, where he organized a Sudanese outreach ministry. Assisted by
the ELCA’s Division for Ministry, an ELCA seminary, and the Upstate New York Synod,
Jordan trained to become an ordained pastor. None of that would have happened
without the resources congregations have so generously shared.

Long describes the ELCA as “a solid rock that strengthens my faith journey.” The
ELCA, he says, has “enriched, equipped, and empowered me.” Jordan was ordained in
October 2005 and now serves Nile Sudanese Lutheran Mission out of Incarnate Word
Lutheran Church in Rochester. That ministry provides Sudanese refugees with basic
care, an opportunity to pray in their own language, and a mission to welcome
everyone in Christ.

Thank you for being a vessel of God’s grace in Jordan’s life, and through him, in the
lives of many more who will come to faith in Christ.
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St. Paul's Lutheran Church
13207 Lake Street Extension
Minnetonka, MN 55305

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please deliver within 5 days
of April 1, 2006
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!!

Sunday, Ap.il 2

Palm Sunday,. »ril9
Yaster Sunday, April 16
Sunday, April 23
Sunday, April 30

Monday, April 10

Wednesday, April 5
Wednesday, April 19
Wednesday, April 19, 26

Thursday, April 6
Maundy Thursday, April 13
Thursday, April 20

Good Friday, April 14
Friday, April 28

Saturday, April 1
Saturday, April 15
Saturday, April 29

Food Shelf Sunday, Daylight Savings Time begins

Noon — Brunch @ Opus Marriott, 1:30 pm — Emerald Crest
8:30 am — Breakfast, 10:00 am — Worship

50 Anniversary Celebration, 11:45 — Catered Brunch
Youth Led Sunday

7:00 pm — Women’s Group

6:00 pm — last Lenten supper and worship
11:30 am — Befrienders,
6:30 pm — Confirmation Ministry resumes

7:00 pm — Vacation Bible School meeting
7:00 pm — Worship i al
6:30 pm — Our Saviour’s, 7:00 pm Council A‘Ileldla :

e is alinel
7:30 pm — Worship @ Mizpah H 1S allw
Synod Assembly, 11:00 am — Meals on Wheels

10:00 am — %2 day Communion instruction
8:30 am — Men’s Breakfast, Newsletter info due
Synod Assembly, Clausen/Hansen wedding




