


Pastor’s Message
" Pastor’s Message

“Information Please”

One of the benefits of e-mail and the Internet is that
it has been a great place to share good stories.
This story was shared by a fellow pastor:

Once upon a time, there was a little boy named
Paul. He lived in a small town in the Pacific
Northwest many years ago. He was just a little boy
when his family became the proud owners of one of
the first telephones in the neighborhood.

It was one of those wooden boxes attached to the
wall with the shiny receiver hanging on the side of
the box with the mouthpiece attached to the front.
Young Paul listened with fascination as his mom
and dad used the phone. And he discovered that
somewhere inside the wonderful device called a
telephone lived an amazing person.

Her name was “Information Please” and there was
nothing she did not know. “Information Please”
could supply anybody's number. And the correct
time! Paul's first personal experience with
“‘Information Please” came one day when he was
home alone and he whacked his finger with a
hammer.

The pain was terrible and he didn't know what to
do. And then he thought of the telephone. Quickly,
he pulled a footstool up to the phone, climbed up,
unhooked the receiver, held it to his ear and said
“Information Please” into the mouthpiece. There
was a click or two and then a small clear voice
spoke. “Information”.

“I hurt my finger,” Paul wailed into the phone.

“Isn’t your mother home?”

“Nobody’s home but me,” Paul cried.

“‘Are you bleeding?”

“No,” Paul said. “I hit my finger with the hammer
and it hurts.”

“Can you open your ice-box?”

“Yes."

“Then go get some ice and hold it to your finger.”
Paul did and it helped a lot.

A

After that Paul called “Information Please” for
everything. She helped him with his geography
and his math. She taught him how to spell the
word “fix” She told him what to feed his pet
chipmunk. And then when Paul's pet canary died,
she listened to his grief tenderly and then said:
“Paul, always remember that there are other worlds
to sing in." Somehow that helped and Paui felt
better.

When Paul was nine years old, he moved with his
family to Boston. As the years passed he missed
“Information Please” very much. Some years later
as Paul was on his way out west to go to college,
his plane landed in Seattle. He dialed his
hometown operator and said, “Information Please.”

Miraculously, he heard that same small clear voice
that he knew so well. Paul hadn’t planned this, but
suddenly he biurted out: “Could you please tell me
how to spell the word “fix?” There was a long
pause. Then came the soft answer. ‘| guess your
finger must be all healed by now.”

‘| wonder,” she said, “if you know how much your
calfs meant t6 me?” | never had any children and |
used to look forward to your calls so much.”

Paul told her how much he had missed her over the
years and asked her if he could call her again when
he was back in the area.

“Please do,” she said. “Just ask for Sally.”

Three months later, Paul was back in Seattle. This
time a different voice answered. He asked for
Sally.

“Are you a friend?" the operator asked.

“‘Yes, a very old friend,” Paul answered.

“Well, 'm sorry to have to tell you this,” she said.
“Sally had been working part time the last few years
because she was sick. She died 5 weeks ago.”

Before he could hang up, the operator said: “Wait a
minute. Did you say your name was Paul?”

“Yes.”

‘Well, Sally left a message for you. She wrote it
down in case you cailed. Let me read it to you. It
says,” ‘When Paul calls, tell him that | still say:
‘There are other worlds to sing in.” He will know
what | mean.”



continued from previous page

Paul thanked her and hung up and he did know
what Sally meant. “Other worids to sing in.” For us,
as Christians, we look forward to that other world,
that heavenly realm that Jesus has promised to us,
and then made possible for us by his own death
and resurrection. Our Easter celebration is a sign
of our own hope and joy and trust in receiving this
promise.

And in the meantime, while we continue our earthly
life in this world, we have those treasured people
whom God has put here for us. Those people who
have taken on the role of “Information Please” in
our own lives, guiding us through our ups and
downs in life.

In addition, who knows how many times we have
served as “Information Please” to someone else —
to someone who was hurting, to someone who
needed a kind wvoice, a friendly word of
encouragement, a witness to assure someone that
Christ's love is present and real in this world.

May you continue to be sustained in the hope and
promise and joy that comes from knowing that
Christ is risen and he is indeed present among us.

Submitted by Pastor Glen Floe

Used by permission, author unknown

Pastor Glen Floe

can be reached for pastoral support on his cell
phone at 612-801-1291, at his Oak Knoll Lutheran
Church office, 852-546-5433, and by e-mail at

apastor@okiutheran.org.

St. Paul's regularly scheduled office hours are
Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM,
excluding federal holidays.

.....................................................................

: St. Paul’s congregation is pleased to send you
! this newsletter. However, if you prefer not to
 receive it, please call the church office at 952-
: 938-4683.
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St. Paul’s Evangelical \
Lutheran Church
Congregation Council

President — Phil Eckhert
and Outreach Ministry Liaison

Vice President — Jenni MacNaughton
and Worship & Music Liaison

Secretary — Jan Guetschow
and Fellowship Liaison

Treasurer — Eric Campbell
and Stewardship, Finance &
Audit Liaison

Children & Youth Liaison — Katie
Campbell & Carl Peaslee

Community Service Liaison — Ryan Foss

Faith & Life Liaison ~ Darla Gilbertson
and Staff Support Liaison

Property Liaison — Bernie Johnson

Assisting Council

Associate Treasurer — John Falk
Financial Secretary — Ray Olson
Pastoral Care Minister — Pastor Glen Floe

Search Committee

Sheri Brenden
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Lisa Foss

Bob Guetschow
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Regina Johnson
Ruth Johnson
Tom Larson

. Beth Miklay

10. Bill Schwitzer
11. Pat Toliefson
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STEWARDSHIP
UPDATE

April 13, 2007

The March financial reports have been completed - here is where we stand in support of
St. Paul’'s ministry.

Year to Date Budgeted Over(Under) 086 Year to Date

Actual
Total Expenses $40,367 $45,199 $(4,832) $44,430
I Total Receipts $40,612 $44,006 $(3,394) $44 777
Receipts Over Expense $ 245 $(1,193) $ 347

Operating Fund Balance at start of the year $ 206
Operating Fund Balance at end of March  § 451

Notes and Highlights

+ At the beginning of the year, two members prepaid their pledges giving us an $11,000
plus positive start to the year. If these dollars were pro-rated through the year our 1
quarter numbers would not ook as positive.

e Receipts are about $4,000 less than our 2006 giving total and $3,400 less than
budgeted for 2007. This will be a concern for our congregation if the trend continues in
April and May.

* Expenses are less than prior year and less than budgeted - mostly a timing issue,
several expenses were incurred in March but will be paid in April.

If you have any questions on this report, please give me a call at 952-474-8372. If you have
any questions on your current or capital giving, please contact our Financial Secretary, Ray
Olson at 952 938-8612.

Thanks.

Eric Campbell
Treasurer
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COUNCIL NEWS

St. Paul's Council meets at 7:00 PM, the 2™
Tuesday of each month. Congregation
members are welcome to attend and/or submit
items for the agenda by contacting one of the
Council members.

Notes from the April Council Meeting

Present: Phil Eckhert, Bernie Johnson, Jan
Guetschow, Eric Campbell, Ryan Foss, Pastor
Floe, Darla Gilbertson and Katie Campbelil.

Council Chairperson Phil Eckhert
opened the meeting. The President’s Report
focused on St. Paul's transition processes and
the next steps needed. Discussion included the
type - of pastor(s) we might need: what
information the Council already has gathered,
i.e., from the Cottage Meetings and Soup
Suppers; and what assistance is available from
the Synod, as well as what the Synod may
expect of us. The Council will need to define
what the congregation needs and strengths are;
how they should begin to write a job
description; and what the time line could be for
the call. They want to do it correctly by
identifying what is wanted and needed in a new
Pastor, as they prepare for the call.

The “Asset Group” and the “Demographic
Group” of the Search Committee will be
meeting with the seminary students who have
been studying our congregation and our
“external” communities on Sunday, April 22™
during the Adult Forum time to review their
findings. Everyone is invited to attend.

On Saturday, April 28", the Council decided to
meet with the Transition Team and the Search
Committee for breakfast. This will be an
opportunity to gather all of the information
available and to prepare a report for the June
3" Spring Congregation Meeting. The Council
hopes the report will include a job description
for a call.

Each | Councilperson has signed-up to
answer the telephone and check the answering
machine when Linda is not in the office.

Pastor Floe told us of Jenni MacNaughton’s
baby boy and Marilyn Woods return home. He

also told us that Confirmation wili be held on
May 6" The Confirmands, their parents, and
their Mentors have been invited to the
celebration. He reported that Darci has the
preaching scheduled through May.

Treasurer, Eric Campbell reported that we
are doing okay. Qur expenses are a few dollars
below our receipts. The Council/Congregation
will need to continue to be watchful. St. Paul's
is on budget to be ready to do a call in
September. Pledges have been steady.

The Council plans to recog{;nize the Sunday
School Leadership on May 12"

The Spring Congregation Meeting is
scheduled for June 3 at 10:45 am.
Chairpersons are reminded to have their
Ministry Reports in the church office by Noon,
Friday May 18. It was suggested that each
report include the names of all the people who
helped in their area.

St. Paul's Spring Clean-up will be Saturday,
April 21 Everyone is encouraged to bring a
rake and plan to help. Bernie Johnson will lead
the work. Keith Catcher will be contracted to
mow our lawn this summer. He had the
contract last summer and does our snow
plowing also.

A Garage Sale Committee will meet after
church on Sunday, Aprit 15" to decide the
details of the sale. The date is tentatively
Saturday, June 2nd.

The Council decided not to host the Life
Line Health Screening event on May 24 after
researching the proposal.

/ Directory Update for
Council Member Marilyn Woods

Cell # 952-250-3972 (best way to reach her)
Address: c/o Eron Woods

5509 28" Ave. South

Minneapolis, MN 55417
Phone # 612-729-6563

Cards, notes, and calls are encouraged.

REMINDER: June newsletter items are due in the office Tuesday, May 15.



May Birthdayg

Solveig Anderson,
Muriel Erickson

8 Richard Moe

9 James Gay

10 Dick Werner

11 Andrea Johnson,
Will Skrogstand

13 Ryan Foss

15 Alex Johnson

16 Nancy Bjorniund

20  Sue Olson

22 Nora Bonner

23  Rebecca Laisy

24  Becky Mikulay

25 Jan Guetschow,
July Laisy

27 John Tollefson

28 Sawyer Foss

30  Nancy MacNaughton

31 Carol Hoyhtya

SPECIAL THANKS

from St. Paul’s Secretary

I 'am and will be eternally grateful for the
opportunity of working for St. Paul's. | have
been bountifully biessed.

St. Paul's is a caring community of passion;
love, forgiveness, understanding and patience,
to name only a few. Your talents are amazing.
You tenderly embrace and teach, generously
give of your lives, and persist without exception.
I continue to learn and be led. | am thankful to
be a witness to so much. Your patience and
generosity is very much appreciated as | strive
to increase my skills, knowledge, and
understanding to serve you better.

Thank yout

SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2007
St. Paul’s Annual Garage Sale
8am-2pm

GARAGE SALE
CAR WASH
BAKE SALE

% COFFEE and COOKIE for SALE
% TREATS for VOLUNTEERS /

Clean, useable items needed!

Deliver to St. Paul’s between 5 and 7 PM.
< Wednesday, May 30"
< Thursday, May 31 and/or
< Friday, June 1%

Need to store things before these dates?
Call Jan for storage location.

Questions and suggestions? _
Please call Rachael, Jan, or Michael.

Help w we need you...

call Rachel Larson at 952-934-7161
or Jan Guetschow at 952-935-0050
or Michael Smith at 952-938-4367

- Celi Phone Collection
continues ...

Please donate your old cell phone to benefit St.
Pauls.  We will receive funds from Recycling
Alliance for each donated phone. Please drop off
your old cell phones in the church office on top of
the mailboxes.
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e Vacation Bible
Wa fed- School Day Camp
T needs YOUR help!

Volunteers are needed June 18 — 22, 2007 from
8:00 AM — 12:30 PM. You can help one day or
ail week. An orientation will be held Sunday,
June 17 at Mizpah. Working with Luther Point
Camp counselors is fun! You will help little ones
grow to know Bible stories, by playing games,
acting, and listening to them. You will create a safe,
fun, learning place because you are a great role
modell Sign-up sheets for food and food service
can be found on the table in the narthex. Please
contact Lisa Foss of Darcie Rodman for details or
to sign up to help.

Host Family Needed!

A family is needed to host one of the Luther Point
Bible Camp counselors who will be helping to lead
st. Paul's VBS Day Camp. The counselor will arrive
on June 17 and depart on June 22. The host family
is responsible for providing supper each night
(breakfast and lunch will be provided at "Day
Camp), a place to sleep and a shower. if you are
interested in helping St. Paul's Day Camp program
in this way, please contact Lisa Foss at 952-401-
8044 or lisaefoss@gmail.com. Note: The host
family does not need to have children in the Day
Camp program!

-

YOU ARE INVITED!
St. Paul’s

Spring Congregation Meeting
June 3 at 10:45 AM

The Spring Congregation meeting of St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 13207 Lake Street
Extension, Minnetonka will be held on Sunday
June 3, 2007 at 10:45 am. All people of St. Paul's
are urged to participate.

\ Senior Royalty
.‘% Nominations needed
for the Hopkins
Raspberry Festival
July 11 - 15, 2007

see
<

S

The Hopkins Raspberry Festival is celebrating 73
years of community involvement and tradition. The
Hopkins Royalty program is an integral part of this
tradition. Please provide the opportunity to give
the “Royal Treatment” to an older adult that you
know. This might be an employee, volunteer,
family member, or other acquaintance. You may
nominate men andfor women. From all the
honorees, a panel of judges will determine two
individuals to represent the older adults of this
area for one year as the 2007-2008 Hopkins
Raspberry Festival Senior Ambassadors.

Your honoree must live, work, or volunteer in
the city of Hopkins, Minnetonka, Golden Valley
or the Hopkins School District. They must be at
least 55 years of age and will be required to
attend and assist at functions and events within
the Hopkins area. As a representative of the
Hopkins Raspberry Festival they will attend the
Raspberry Parade, the Holiday Tree Lighting
Ceremony, Empty Bowls, and the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. Other parades and community events are
optional but always fun to attend. This honor is
exciting and a lot of fun for the older and
retired. It is not too strenuous and they ride on
the Royalty float in the parades.

Forms are available in the church office, at the
Hopkins Activity Center, 33 — 14™ Ave. North, or on
their website www.raspberrvcapitial.com.

Surely someone you know would make a wonderful
honoree and would enjoy the opportunity to
represent Hopkins in the coming year. Send your
completed nomination forms by May 21, 2007 to
Linda Williams, 14122 Canary Lane, Minnetonka,
MN 55343 or call 9522-936-0318 for more info.

Come to the Hopkins Fire Station to lean more
abut the Hopkins Raspberry Festival Royalty
Program during our Candidate Information
Night on Monday, May 21 at 6:30 pm.



THANKYOU!

» Darcie Rodman for scheduling and coordinating
our worship leaders and worship services,
standardizing the bulietin, and monitoring
congregation prayer needs during this time of
transition.

e Council members for your work in progress that
keep St. Paul's life flowing smoothly and
thoughtfully performing the steps necessary to
successfully bring us a new Pastor.

« All who organized, prepared, and cleaned up the
Lenten Soup Suppers, and made them so
enjoyable and well attended. -

* Worship Committee for the planning and
presentation of Lenten worship services.

» Chuck Rudolph for time spent formatting and
training on the new "all inclusive” worship service
builetin.

« Linda Dundas for work on the bulletins
throughout the Easter season, work on the
newsletters, and on-going coordination of St. Paul's
calendar.

» All that purchased plants for the Easter Garden
in honor or memory of your loved ones.

+ Ruth & Bernie Johnson for delivery and care of
the Easter Garden, and dedication in changing the
worship space arraignments throughout the
seasons of the church calendar.

» Handy People Darold Hansen, Roger Ramsden,
and John Riggle for timely and faithful maintenance
of our building.

¢ All Service Team members who sign up to fulfill
the Sunday service tasks each week and make St.
Paul's an open and inviting place to worship.

+ Maxine Rieman for coordinating St. Paul's
Prayer Line.

¢ Bernie Johnson and all who helped with outdoor
Spring Clean-up Saturday, April 21.

¢ Mary Hromatka, Ryan Foss, and all those not
mentioned who awesomely support Our Saviour's
Shelter and Meals on Wheels.

* Sheri Benden for overseeing St. Paul's
Confirmation class participating at Oak Knoli
Lutheran church and coordinating their Affirmation
of Baptism at St. Paul’s.

» Lisa Foss for work on the Sunday School
curriculum and all Sunday School participants.

» Congregation youth for participation in St. Paul's
worship services, and for nursery, kitchen, and
greeter support.

¢ Cindi Paulson for providing worship music for St.
Paul's and those that provide special music, and all
who participate in the choir that bring voice and joy
to the praise and worship of Our Lord and Savior.

¢ Heather Hammond for Synod guidance and
direction as the call process proceeds.

» Guest Worship Leaders for sharing time and
talents with St. Paul’s.

» Pastor Floe for remaining with us in all your
support roles during this time of transition.

PRAYERS ~ -
hear us, O God

t  For the families and friends
of those at Virginia Tech and all
others facing tragedy,

T that the nations and leaders of the world
would act responsibly and intentionally to enhance
the lives of their citizens,

T in thanksgiving for the new life we have in
the resurrected Jesus Christ,

t  for child Logan, Linda Dundas, John Falk,
Jim Krueger, Annette Madson, Ken Smith, and
especially Marilyn Woods,

t  for the Search Committee, and for all
members and the ministry of St. Paul's.

T for ali faithful servants witnessing God's
fove in Christ.



Prayer & Bible Study Sunday Bible Readings
support Available

_gih
«gt. Paul's Prayer Line” is activated by May 6 -5 Sunday of Easter

calling the coordinator, Maxine Rieman at Acts 11:1-18
952-238-8516, cell 763-807-7682, or calling Psaim 148

the church office when she cannot be Revelation 21:1-6

reached. John 13:31-35

Grace Matters, ELCA radio ministry, May 13 — 6™ Sunday of Easter
sundays at 6:30 am KSTP 1500 AM and Acts 16:9-15

10:30 pm WFMP 107.1 FM. Psalm 67

Revelation 21:10,22-22:5

Prayer resources areé available at John 14:23-29 [0r5 :19]

www.elca.org/prayer.

Christ in Our Home devotional booklets are May 20 - 7t sunday of Easter
available in the library. Acts 16:16-34

i . . : Psaim 97
Daily Discipleship \s an ELCA online Bible Revelation 22:12-14 16-17, 20-21
study based on the lectionary and online at John 17'20—26 ! !

www.elca.orglevanqelismldaiivdisciplesmg.

May 27 — Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 [or Genesis 11:1-9]
Psalm 104:24-34,35b
Romans 8:14-17 [or Acts 2:1-21 as above]
John 14:8-17 [25-27]

P —-—-_:__——4‘————

Tuesday Grief Support Group

West Metro Grief Support Coalition invites all persons experiencing grief due to a death. Grief
support groups offer hope and healing through education, listening, sharing, prayer and fellowship.

Tuesdays 4:30-6:30pm
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
23801 Wooddale Avenue
St. Louis Park, MN 55416-5197

952) 929-6725

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC

May 1 Brenda DeMotte, . New Normal: Creating a Personal Vision
MSW, LICSW

May 8 Grace Wagnild Self Care

May 15 Jan Stanton, MA God's Presence in Grief

May 22 Dianne Meixner Art Therapy

May 29 Mary Hromatka Personal Story

For more information, please call the coalition coordinator, Darcie Rodman at (763) 546-4404
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St. Paul's Lutheran Church
13207 Lake Street Extension
Minnetonka, MN 53305

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please deliver within 5 days
of May 1, 2007

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #532
Hopkins, MN 55343

Apmunt
LLOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING!!!!

Sunday, May 6 Food Shelf Sunday, 9:30 am Holy Communion,

Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation), Last Sunday School
Sunday, May 13 Guest Sunday, Mother’s Day, Brenk Baptism,
Sunday, May 20 Recognition of graduates, 9:30 am Holy Communion
Sunday, May 27 Day of Pentecost, 9:30 am Holy Communion
Tuesday, May 8 7:00 pm Council meeting
Tuesday, May 15 7:00 pm All Ministries Night, newsletter info due in the office
Wednesdays, May 2, 16 7:30 Choir rehearsal
Wednesday, May 9 Office closed at Noon
Thursday, May 3 National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 17 6:30 pm Our Saviour’s serving
Thursday, May 31 7:00 pm Synod Assembly begins
Friday, May 18 Noon Spring Congregation meeting reports due in the office
Friday, May 25 11:00 am Meals on Wheels
Saturday, May 12 8:30 am Last Men’s Breakfast before summer break






