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Bl ........... MESSENGER

i, Our congregation has had quite a year. After concluding that we were

in dangerously fragile spiritual health, and that we had been sliding
away from God's mission and into self-preservation, we AS A
CONGREGATION started a dramatic journey, exploring who we are,
who we ought to be, and working to discern what God is up to in our
congregation. When we gathered in groups to explore these things, it
was surprising how consistent our concerns and desires were.

It has become apparent to many of us that this journey itself is a very important part of
what God is up to, and God's hand is evident today as we look at what has been
happening throughout this year.

Many of us have been doing double and triple duty. The search committee and the
council have put in a lot of hours, and at least as importantly, we have had a small army
of quiet servants keeping the church running smoothly without a full time pastor. Then,
when many of us were becoming concerned about burnout, expecting to endure several
months between the search committee’s recommendation and (hopefully) having a
called pastor on site, WHAM!!! those several months happened in less than two weeks.

Pastor Louise Mollick is already with us, and has not only embraced most of us
personally, but is also well on her way to embracing and working beside us in our
congregation’'s mission. We are all truly blessed!

On this journey, | discovered that if | do my best to discern what God is up to, and
overcome my pride enough to let God be in charge, the next thing to do is HANG ON
TIGHT, because it's going to be a wild ride!

So now we are off and running at ... well, a new beginning. As we often discover, what
looks like the end of a journey is really the beginning of the next one. Now is the time to
recharge ourselves, be strengthened by all that we have learned, and be prepared for
our next adventure. Exciting times await us.

Blessings,
Vince Jacobson
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