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A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Business as Unusual

As our journey continues, Pastor Louise
has been officially installed; ... well,
actually, what Rev. Heather Hammond
said in the installation service sermon
was that she was being extalled. The
distinction being that install implies that
St. Paul's is the place she goes into to
share in our ministry, but our ministry
direction really makes it much more
appropriate for St. Paul's to be the place
she goes out from to share in our
ministry.

The service was truly inspirational; both
in the message delivered, and in the
outpouring of support from a broad body
of believers; especially those from many
other congregations where Pastor Louise
has served in the past. | found Rev.
Hammond's message to be a bit scary.
Her interpretation of what God is up to in
our congregation is BIG; simultaneously
exciting and daunting.

So, now that we have a pastor officially
installed and that part of our joumey is
over, | guess its time to get on to
business as usual.

Many of us have been working to figure
out what our usual business really is. It's
pretty simple on the surface; all we need
to do is be the hands that help God
achieve what God is up to in our lives,
our congregation, and our community.
The transformational ministry initiative
that some of us have been individually
involved with promises to help us discemn
what our usual business is. We will have
an opportunity to vote to join the ELCA’s
transformational ministry initiative as a

congregation at the January annual
meeting.

Those of us for whom “business as
usual” brings imagery of “kick back and
relax” are not giving God enough credit.
Rev. Hammond was right on in observing
that God is up to something BIG in our
congregation, and it is our business is to
share in making it happen. At least in the
beginning, this feels a lot more like
business as wnusual. And yes, it is
simultaneously exciting and daunting.

Pray for each of us for openness to
discern what God is up to in our lives.

Blessings,
Vince Jacobson

Thank you to EVERYONE who worked
so hard to make the afternoon of my
installation such a special time. A special
thanks to Kris Jacobson who designed
the invitations, to Jan Guetschow who
made sure all our neighbors and friends
received those beautiful invitations, to
Ruth and Bernie Johnson for decorating,
to the folks who planned, baked, served
and cleaned up for the reception. It was
perfect!! Thank you, all of you, for your
love and support, your energy and
enthusiasm and most of all your prayers.
Together we are stepping into the future
with high hopes and steadfast faith in the
One who leads us. :

| hold you in my heart,
Pastor Louise




COUNCIL NEWS

St. Paul's church council meets at 7:00 PM the 2™
Tuesday of each month. Congregation members
are welcome to aftend and/or submit items for the
agenda by contacting one of the council members.

Notes from December
Council Meeting

St. Paul's Congregation Council met on Tuesday,
December 11, 2007 at 7:00 PM. Pastor Louise
gave a very thorough report with an extensive list of
her recent activities which included Bible studies,
ministry meetings, cotlage meetings, assisting
ministers training, visitations, and evening evenis
beyond St. Paul's. Upcoming opportunities include
another training session for assisting ministers, a
Saturday momning Bible study in January, and a
possible knitting ministry.

Pastor Louise thanked the council for her
installation and suggested that the offering (or a
portion thereof) could be given to ICA.

Council President Vince Jacobson reported that,
organ monitor speakers have been instailed to give
the organist improved feedback and that we are
very happy with the resulting improvement.

Carolyn Carpenter reminded us of the upcoming
12 Night Bonfire, which will be on Sunday,
January 6, at 4:30 PM. There will be advertising to
encourage people from the neighborhood to join us.

Phil Eckhert gave a preliminary report on our
stewardship results. We need to receive pledge
status from several members before having a good
basis for planning the 2008 budget. The council
expects to act on a proposed 2008 budget at the
next (January 8) council meeting.

Ryan Foss volunteered to fill the financial secretary
position as of January, 2008, replacing retiring Ray
Olson, who has served faithfully as financial
secretary for many years.

Vince Jacobson reported on continuing efforts o
diagnose and improve the phone system.

After some discussion, the ministry team
reorganization was approved at the November 20"

“All Ministry Teams™ meeting. However a motion
was made and passed at the council meeting to
revert back to the "Outreach & Social Ministry
Team” rather than the “Outreach & Social Justice
Ministry Team.” The next “All Ministry Teams”
meeting night will be held on Tuesday, January
15, at 7:00 PM.

Jan Guetschow reporied that a two-week ad was
placed in the Sun/Sailor newspaper prior to our
Christmas Eve service and reminded the council of
our present ad in the DEX phone book. Jan will be
leading an effort to evaluate ways to better utilize
technology in several areas of congregational
communication.

The Winter All Congregation Meeting will take
place on Sunday, January 27, at 11:00 AM in the

fellowship hall.

St. Paul’'s
Congregation Council

President — Vince Jacobson and
Property Liaison

Vice President — Mary Hromatka and
Youth & Family Ministry Liaison

Secretary — Darla Gilbertson and
Worship & Music Liaison

Treasurer — Phil Eckhert and
Finance Liaison

Communication — Jan Guetschow and
Co-Outreach & Social Ministry Liaison

Financial Secretary — Ryan Foss and
Co-Outreach & Sodal Ministry Liaison

Pastor — Rev. Louise Mollick

Staff Support — Carolyn Carpenter
Assisting Council

\Assnciate Treasurer — Bemnie Johnson

REMINDER: February newsletter items are due in the office Tuesday, January 15.




Announcing the Winter
All Congregation Meeting

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Sunday, January 27, 2008
11:00 AM

Items of business:

1. The first congregational meeting
where Pastor Mollick will be
participating in activity and goal
discussions

2. Present the congregation’s annual
report, covering ministry activities
and financial performance

3. Discuss and vote on a proposed
2008 Annual Budget

4. Consider and wvote on formal
participation in the
Transformational Ministry Initiative

5. Plenty of opportunity for questions ,
answers, and open discussion on
the business of the church

Please plan to attend and be
prepared to participate. As part of
preparation, you are strongly urged to
attend the adult forums that will be

discussing transformational ministry
on the first two Sundays in January /

IMPORTANT MESSAGE!

The fourth Sunday of January, during our annual
All Congregation Meeting, we the people of St
Paul's will affirm our intention to be part of the
Transformational Ministry Initiative of our synod.

For two weeks our Transformational Ministry Team
will offer the opportunity to  discuss
transformational ministry during the forum hour.
What is it? What it means for each person? What
it means for our congregation? What it means for
the community beyond St. Paul's? This is a time
for you to ask questions, express concerns, and
begin to share dreams and ideas.

The Adult Forum continues to meet at 10:50 AM.
The meeting place has been moved to the
fellowship hall downstairs to make room for
everyone! Please come and join in the

conversation. Bring your refreshments, questions
and concerns, and know that you will be heard.

The third Sunday of January we will have a
discussion that will focus on the Gospel of
Matthew. The All Congregation Meeting will take
the place of the forum on January 27.

Pastor Louise

Preliminary 2008
Stewardship Results

St. Paul's 2008 stewardship appeal culminated on
December 2 with the celebration of Stewardship
Sunday. Preliminary resulls show that while the
number of pledges made by families and
individuals declined from 42 in 2007 to 35 in 2008,
the level of support of those who continued
pledging increased by an average of 6.3%. As a
result of this generous increased giving from those
continuing to pledge support, St. Paul's pledged
2008 operating support to date is $117,000. This
compares with 2007 operating pledges of
$121,000. A half a dozen families and individuals
who pledged support in 2007 are still unheard from
and we would urge them to consider a pledge of
support to enable us to match our 2007 pledges
and, hopefully, exceed that amount. The Finance
Team will be preparing a 2008 revenue forecast
and proposed 2008 budget for council
consideration on January 8  The council will
advance a 2008 budget recommendation to the
congregation for action on January 27.

2008 capital pledges at $33,212 are slightly less
than 2007 capital pledges of $34,206. Here, too,
the number of families and individuals making
capital pledges is down from 2007 and we would
urge those who have not yet responded to the
stewardship appeal to consider a capital pledge for
2008. A final stewardship report will be presented
at the All Congregation Meeting on January 27.

The Finance Team would like to express its
gratitude and appreciation to all those who have so
generously pledged their continuing support to St.
Paul's and its ministries for the exciting year
ahead.

Phil Eckhert, Treasurer



EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS

January
Bu-thdays & Anniversarjag

Bob Guetschow
? Beth Mikulay
10 Mary Kay Peterson
14 Joyce Ramsden,
Lois Bell
16 Ed Krueger
19 Jean Olson,
Miki Anderson
23 Dustin Powers,
Madelynn Schmitz
28 Tom Larson
29 Mary Crossley
30 Kate Mikulay

Anniversaries

5 Steve & Wanda Nelson
9 Ryan & Lisa Foss

/ Twelfth Night Bnnfre\

January 6™
4:30 pm
St. Paul’s Backyard

Come celebrate Epiphany, bring
whatever you would like to cook
over the fire and something to
share. Its a great way to
celebrate the  blessings of
Christmas and enjoy good
company and a short program after
dinner. It's not necessary to sign

up...just show up and bring your

The People of God
at Salem Lutheran Church
in Minneapolis announce the

Call of

Jennifer Lea Nagel
as Pastor

Your prayers and presence are invited:

Saturday, January 19, 2008
2:00 pm Holy Communion,
Ordination & Installation
Salem Lutheran Church
(Salem-Lyndale building)
810 West 31% St.

Followed by reception
(childcare available)
Bethlehem Luheran Church
4100 South Lyndale Ave.

Parking Information:

Some parking Is available at Salem-Lyndale

(31¥ and Aldrich Ave. S.). Additional lot parking

is available at Bethlehem (41* and Lyndale Ave.

S.). A shuttle will be available from Bethlehem

to Salem prior to and following the service,
Please allow ample time.

Do you knit, crochet, or
would you like to learn?

On the third Wednesday in January
you are invited to come to the
church to make prayer shawls and
teddy bears for people who are in hospitals and
other care facilities. The patterns are simple and
fun to make. They will be available upon request
so that you know what materials to bring with you.

« We will gather at 11:30 a.m. for Bible

Study.

e Bring your lunch and we'll eat together at
about noon.

« Knitting and crocheting will begin around
12:30 p.m.

« If you have extra needles, hooks and yam
bring it all along.
For further information call Pr. Louise



In loving memory of
Gertrude A. Nelson

Gert Melson, member since October
8, 1989, died Monday, December
17"™ at Methodist Hospital at the age
of 86.

Gert was born in Minnesota but also lived in North
Dakota. She had lived in Hopkins as a young
newlywed so she felt at home there, and more
recently loved her apartment on the 9" floor of the
Hopkins Village Apartments with its spectacular
view of downtown Minneapolis. Her family was
good sized and also very caring and attentive to
her — pictures and stories of daughters, sons-in-
law, grandchildren and even great grandchildren
were evident everywhere.

Her services were held on Wednesday, December
19" at the Cremation Society Chapel in Edina,
Pastor Louise presideing. Memorials should be
sent to St. Paul's Lutheran Church.

HIALTHANR You

« John Falk for the many years of loving, faithful,
skilled, and devoted service to St. Paul's.
Thank you for overseeing our expenses and
producing detailed financial reports for the
church council and congregation meetings.
John retired as Associate Treasurer in
November.

= Ray QOlson for the multiple years of tabulating
our gift giving, overseeing our income, and
working in unison with the Treasurer and
Associate Treasurer. Ray will retire as
Financial Secretary December 31.

THANK YOU!

Lisa Foss, Darcie Rodman, Darla Gilbertson,
Kristen Campbell, Chuck Rudolf, and all the
parents who made the children’s Christmas
program happen. It was outstanding!!

+ Children who told “The Big, Big Story” and
helped us remember what Christmas is really
all about.

e Carolyn Carpenter and Jan Guetschow for
coordinating the progressive dinner and all
who opened up their homes to us and to those
who co-hosted. Additional thanks to all who
joined in the festivities. What a fun evening!

e Rey Lindquist for providing the Christmas free,
the Handy People who put it up and those that
came to decorate it.

+ All who so generously participated in the
Sponsor A Family program (the GIVING
TREE) and to Jan and Bob Guetschow for
delivering the gifts.

e Handy People Darold Hanson, Roger
Ramsden, and John Riggle for the new
bathroom door handle, work on the phone
system, and timely snow removal.

* Ruth & Bernie Johnson for coordinating the
Plants & Music for the Season orders and to
all those that participated.

T8

Hear us, O God

T That world leaders would seize the
opportunity to bring peace to our
despairing world and discover hope,

s for the hungry, the homeless, the
afflicted: that they would be provided
food, shelter, and healing,

; for people suffering from heartache
and depression, that they would
experience the joy of the Christmas,

¢  for family and friends who grieve
the death of Gertrude Nelson, that
through their tears, they may see the
joy and promise of everlasting life,

¥  for the people and ministry of St.
Paul’s, that we be open to faithfully

follow God's call, that He continue to

strengthen and unite our numbers
and grant us courage /




January Acolytes
1/6 MNora Bonner

January Lector
1/6 Regina Johnson

January Prayer Leader
1/6  Assisting Minister

1/13 John Streater 113 113
1/20  Peter Rudolph 1/20 1/20  Assisting Minister
1/27  Sammi Anderson 1/2¢ 1127
January Service Team February Service Team
Anderson — Doug, Terri, Cory, Sammi Carpenter — Marshall, Carclyn
Campbell - Eric, Deb, Kristen Eckhert/Brenden — Phil, Sheri, Emma
Crossley — Chris, Mary Jo, Laura, Claire Peaslee, Sarah Eckhert
Erickson — Muriel Falk — John, Grace, Ron
Foss — Ryan, Lisa, Kristian, Sawyer Hanning - Elsie
Hessevick — Connie Hanson — Darold, Diane
Jacobson - Vince, Kris Larson — Tom, Rachel S ;
Johnson — Bernie, Ruth MacNaughton — Jenni, Katie, Zach '
Johnson - Regina Madson — Annette, John Ow behalt of the staff and

Moe - Rick, Jeanne, Britta, Erik, Kris
Melson — Steve, Wanda

Olson - Ray, Jean

Ramsden — Roger, Joyce

Rutzen — Doris

Thompson — Ruth

Uden - Jim, Nancy

Waltz — Dick, Shirles

Mikulay — Mike, Beth
Schaller — Shirley

Schmitz — Matt, Shari, Maggie, Heidi,

Haily, Kelsey, Riley
Smith — Craig, Vicki
Streater — Kim, Dylan, John
Winsor - Gary
Wolfe — Bill, Barb

residents at Our Saviour's
Housing, I'd like to wish all
of You and Your families a
wonderful holiday season
and a New Year filled with
peace and joy (and good
health too). we really
appréciate Your help
throughout the year!
Thanks.

our Saviour's

2008 Offering Envelopes have been mailed. Please notify the office if you have not received one.






