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Our mission is to be “an open and inviting church spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ.” 



 

St. Paul’s 
Evangelical 
Lutheran  
Church 

 
WHO WE ARE 
A Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 
congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), 
Minneapolis Area Synod, Western 
Parks and Lakes Conference. 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is “to be an open and 
inviting church spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.” 
 
WORSHIP TIMES 
You are invited to join us regularly on 
Sunday mornings for 9:30 AM worship 
followed by refreshments. Please 
check the enclosed calendar for days 
and times of Christian education and 
events. 
 
Also, an interactive calendar is 
available on our website: 
www.saintpaulslutheran.org.  
Just click the “Calendar” button at the 
top of the webpage and click on the 
time and event for details. 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
The office is lightly staffed. Regular 
office hours are 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, 
Monday through Friday, excluding 
federal holidays.  Please call before 
coming in case of unexpected closure.  
Phone:  952-938-4683  
Fax:       952-938-1141  
email:  
StPauls@saintpaulslutheran.org , 
 
 
MAILING LIST 
Please notify the church office when 
you notify the Post Office you will be 
temporarily away because our 
newsletters are not forwarded. 
 
St. Paul’s congregation is pleased to 
send you this newsletter.  However, if 
you prefer not to receive it, please call 
the church office or e-mail us. The 
newsletter is also available on our 
website.  Save paper and postage; 
view it online. 

CONGREGATION RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Partners 
Igelsia Vida Abundante en Cristo, 
   (Abundant Life in Christ),  
   provides a worship service in  
   Spanish at St. Paul’s on  
   Sunday, 1:00 – 3:00 pm and  
   Friday, 7:00 – 9:00 pm.   
Bet Shalom Reform Congregation, 
   Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve service 
Lutheran Church of the Reformation, 
   Vigil of Easter 
Mizpah United Church of Christ, 
   Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve service 
Oak Knoll Lutheran Church, 
   Confirmation Ministry 
Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran 
   Church and Westwood Lutheran 
   Church, Vacation Bible School 2010 
 
Companion 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
 
Mission 
Agora Ministries 
Augustana Chapel View Care 
   Center in Hopkins 
Augustana Emerald Crest 
Beacon Hill Commons 
Intercongregation Communities 
   Association (ICA) 
Lutherans Concerned/North 
   America (LC/NA), (RIC) 
Lutheran Social Services (LSS) 
Lutheran World Relief 
Meals on Wheels 
Our Saviour’s Housing 
ResourceWest of Hopkins 
Sojourner Project 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
U.S. Foundation for the Children of 
   Haiti 
West Metro Grief Support 
 
 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION 
Please submit articles as Word 
documents with your clip art to 
stpauls@saintpaulslutheran.org. 
Include your name and contact 
information. For pre-printed fliers  
or brochures, provide a condensed 
version that can be directly inserted in 
the newsletter.  Submission deadline 
is the fifteenth of each month.  All 
submissions are subject to editing for 
space and content.  All rights reserved 
by St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH COUNCIL 
& ASSISTING ADMINISTRATORS 

 
Pastor 
Rev. Louise Mollick 
 
Officers 
President – Vince Jacobson 
Vice President – Mary Hromatka 
Secretary – Jeanne Moe 
Treasurer – Mike Mikulay 
 
Council Members At-Large 
Connie Hessevick 
Kathy Powers 
Eric Reishus 
Michael Smith – Youth Representative 
 
Finance Committee 
Assisting Treasurer – Bernie Johnson 
Financial Secretary – Shirley Schaller  
 
Staff 
Administrative Assistant – 
   Linda Dundas  
Choir Accompanist –  
   Linda McGee 
Music Director –  
   Steve Mollick  
Worship Accompanist –  
   Rachel Mollick  
 
Facility Use Coordinator 
Mary Hromatka  
 
Webmaster 
Vince Jacobson 
 
 
 
AUXILIARY BUILDING USE 
St. Paul’s encourages use of its facility 
by groups that will support our mission 
statement.  Examples are the 12 Step 
recovery programs, local 
neighborhood organizations, and 
congregations seeking a meeting 
space.  Please contact us at 952-938-
4683 for more information if 
interested. 
 
 
PUBLICATION 
The Messenger is a monthly 
newsletter published by St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 13207 
Lake St. Extension, Minnetonka, MN 
55305. 952-938-4683 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Comfort Zone 

 
During the spiritual nourishment time at our last 
church council meeting, Eric Reishus asked, “How 
can we spread the Good News without leaving our 
comfort zone?” I thought, “Wait, WAIT! I know the 
answer to that!” I blurted out, “We can’t. We have to 
be willing to leave our comfort zone.” The quick 
response was “Are you sure?” This is one of those 
very brief exchanges that will be with me in 
reflection and study for quite some time.  
 
What is a comfort zone anyhow? How broad are its 
boundaries? Can we leave it? Can we make it 
grow? Can we leave it without it growing as a 
result? In those moments when we actually trust in 
Christ, does our comfort zone dissolve into His? 
Can we experience those moments without having 
our comfort zone grow? 
 
I know that I am challenged to step out of my 
comfort zone to share the Good News, but am I 
actually doing it? In reality, I find myself overly 
cautious.  I carefully tiptoe near the edge and stick 
one toe into the water, and if it seems OK, I take 
another step. I guess that sounds more like poking 
at the boundaries of my comfort zone than stepping 
out of it.  
 
I have concluded that a comfort zone, like many 
other human systems and capacities, grows 
through exercise. There were many years in our 
congregation that my comfort zone was much more 
social than spiritual. Over recent years, through 
increased opportunities and intentional efforts, 
literally living at the edges of my comfort zone, the 
scope of that comfort zone has broadened and 
deepened. It has been an easy step to extend my 
comfort zone beyond my local faith community at 
St. Paul’s to other gatherings of brothers and 
sisters in Christ like Agora Discipleship Academy. It 
has been another easy step to reach beyond the 
circle of faith when accompanied by others of faith 
like some of us have been experiencing Friday 
mornings at The Depot. 
 

But what about those encounters at work or 
otherwise away from a faith community, when 
someone needs help through a challenging time 
and my personal response would come out of faith 
but I don’t know how they would react to a faith-
filled response? Can I bring that up? Is it safe to 
talk about … in that place? If I were a more 
attentive listener, would I be certain how to 
respond? Would it be honest for me to NOT 
respond out of faith? The boundaries of my comfort 
zone are all boarded up with safety concerns and 
fears and issues of personal self worth and many 
other obstacles that require intentional effort to tear 
down or break through. In most cases, I can 
respond in some helpful way from within, albeit 
near the edge of my comfort zone, but I often feel 
the adrenalin flow and my heart rate increase, and I 
know that I am out there, past the edge, tearing 
down one of my barriers. That is when my own 
abilities are in unknown territory. That is when it 
becomes crystal clear to me that I can’t do this on 
my own. That is when I feel closest to Christ. 
 
I believe that the Gospel is all about change; about 
living in a broken world in a way that seeks out and 
heals brokenness. Scripture speaks about bringing 
comfort but I have never read scripture about 
becoming comfortable, especially comfortable to 
the point of complacency. This is ultimately the way 
I have come to see my comfort zone. It is a place 
where I feel safe and where I can get away with 
being complacent. It is a necessary respite. I must 
go there to be nurtured and replenished. It is a 
watering hole on my journey but I must not allow it 
to become the destination. 
 
Praise the Holy Spirit for leading us to the edge of 
our comfort zones and giving us the gentle push we 
need to take one more step. 
 
 
Blessings, 
Vince Jacobson 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM 

OUR PRESIDENT 



COUNCIL NEWS 

 
*Highlights are not official meeting minutes and are subject to correction and change. 

They are provided for advance informational purposes only. 

 
St. Paul’s Church Council meets at 7:00 PM the 
second Tuesday of each month.  Congregation 
members are welcome to attend and/or submit 
items for the agenda by contacting one of the 
council members. 

 
 

Council Meeting Highlights* 
        

May 11, 2010 
 

Attended: Connie Hessevick, Mary Hromatka, 
Vince Jacobson, Mike Mikulay, Pr. Louise Mollick, 
Kathy Powers, Eric Reishus, and Michael Smith. 
 

Meeting was called to order by Vince Jacobson at 
7:10 pm.  Agenda was approved by unanimous 
consent.  Motion to approve last month’s minutes 
was made by Kathy Powers and seconded by Mary 
Hromatka. 
 

Devotions were from Kelly Fryer‘s book Reclaiming 
the C Word, Chapter 1. 
 

Reports:  Pr.  Louise ‘s report highlighted ministry 
meetings and events, visitations and contacts, as 
well as up coming events.   
 

Mike Mikulay presented the financial report.  The 
report included YTD receipts, expenses, and net 
receipts to be favorable.  Also, gross receipts from 
the rummage sale fundraiser were $1,831. 
 

Continuing business  included a going green 
initiative update by Eric and Kathy. The study of our 
weekly refuse will continue for one more week 
before further action is taken.  Also, Vince reported 
that the upgrade to our church sign is on order and 
final details as to wording are being worked out. 
 
• Community Garden:  Eric Reishus put forth the 
following motion that was seconded by Mary 
Hromatka.   Discussion followed and the motion 
passed: 
 

    I hereby move that the Council of St Paul’s 
    approve the plan set forth by Nora Bonner and 
    the Girl Scout Troop 11212 to design and build a 
    community garden on the southeast portion of  
    the church property (rear of the church).  I  
    further move that we authorize the scout troop to 
    offer plots first to church attendees and members  
    
 

 
    and then to the community at large. Plots shall  
    be assigned on a first come first served basis.   
 

    Be it further moved that garden plots will use  
    only organic fertilizers and soils, and that harmful  
    chemicals not be used on the garden plots. And  
    further moved that 10% of harvest crops be  
    donated as first fruits to organizations to be  
    named later. And finally, be it moved that a 
    $10.00 fee be assessed to those who have  
    garden plots. 
 

•   Prayer and Meditation Labyrinth:  Eric Reishus 
put forth the following motion that was seconded by 
Kathy Powers. Discussion followed and the motion 
passed: 
 

    I hereby move that the council authorize a task 
    force made up of Deloris Majersky, Eric Reishus,  
    and Mary Hromatka to design, cost and construct  
    a prayer and meditation labyrinth on the rear  
    property of St. Paul’s.  I also move that council  
    approve the design and cost phase before work 
    is to commence.  Be it further moved that outside 
    funding be sought, obtained and approved by  
    council before work begins. 
 

New Business:  May Monthly Gathering and 
Potluck Brunch was discussed with plans to include 
a brief report on the recent Mpls. Synod Assembly. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. 
 

 
Treasurer’s Report for 

April 2010 
by Mike Mikulay, Treasurer 

952-933-9068 
 

YTD offerings are $3,503 favorable to budget. 
 

YTD total operating receipts (offerings plus other 
sources such as rent & fees) are $4,171 favorable 
to budget. 
 

YTD expenses are $644 favorable to budget. 
 

Operating Funds balance at the end of April was 
$4,146.  Total Checking/Savings account balance 
(Operating Funds + Youth Funds) at the end of the 
month was $8,050. 
 

Please continue to stay current with your 
offerings. Thank you!! 



 
 
 
“What a fun group.”  
“You are all working 
so hard, yet 
enjoying 
yourselves.”  “This 
is so comfortable.” 
 
 

Comments like these were overheard during our 
Annual Rummage Sale on May 1st.   Many said 
how well everything was laid out, how friendly 
everyone was, and how welcoming we were.  
Yes, everyone did work hard, and it was FUN!  
The beautiful flowers, the delicious bakery treats, 
the fresh coffee, the uniquely created neck 
scarves, plus all of the donated odds ‘n ends that 
were for sale; all contributed to make the 2010 
sale a success.   
 
Thanks go out to all involved:  to Rachael Larson 
and Jan Guetschow for co-chairing the event; to 
Jana Larson for designing the signs;  to Beth 
Mikulay for the flower/plant sale;  to each and 
every baker for the bars, cookies, and special 
treats; to those who donated their treasures to 
sell;  to the early birds who set up, arranged and 
priced everything;  to the clerks and 
‘salespeople’ on the floor on Saturday;  to those 
who came and bought items; to Steve Dulac and 
Mike Mikulay for making the trips to Goodwill 
with left overs; and to everyone in-between.  The 
Fellowship Hall was remarkably cleaned up and 
ready for use before Monday morning. Everyone 
can be pleased.  The unofficial proceeds after 
expenses are approaching $1,300 and a tithe will 
be sent to the Minneapolis Area Synod. 
 
Now the question:   Should we plan for next 
year?  If so, should we set a date and begin to 
collect items?  Where can/could we store things?  
Is it really worthwhile?  Is there another type of 
fundraising event that you would prefer we use 
our energies for? We would like to think and plan 
ahead for 2011.  If you have ideas, opinions, 
and/or suggestions, please contact Rachael or 
Jan NOW while it’s still fresh in your mind.  
 
And again, thank you to all who helped. 

Good communication  
is our goal.  

 
Excellent communication  

is our dream! 
 

Have you visited our upgraded website, 
www.saintpaulslutheran.org ?  It is one of our 
most important communication tools and a lot 
can be learned about us.  The internet is vitally 
important in having our message available to all.  
Did you know that 85% of visitors are either 
invited by a current member or have looked up 
church information on the internet?  We are often 
receiving inquires by email now. 
 
Have you read the monthly newsletters cover-to-
cover with details of our events?  And on each 
Sundays, the bulletin includes the Week At A 
Glance itemized calendar, coming events and 
reminder announcements which are also posted 
on our website.  These are our means of letting 
you know what is going on, most importantly 
encouraging you to join in, and truly bring a 
neighbor or friend.   
 
But there are times when special events happen 
that everyone needs to be aware of; events that 
it is felt the entire community of St. Paul’s should 
be notified of but it is too late for Sunday 
announcements or the monthly newsletter. 
That’s when we activate the Phone and Email 
Trees.   They are used only when the normal 
channels aren’t timely or there is an emergency. 
 
The Phone Tree  is being updated and 
abbreviated to take advantage of today’s 
technology.  We would like to begin using email 
to contact people when necessary.  It is 
suspected the previous phone tree failed at times 
due to messages being left on answering 
devices of people out of town.  The new 
abbreviated phone tree will be used for only 
those without internet access.  All others will be 
contacted by email unless you make special 
arrangements with Jan Guetschow, 
Communications Tree Coordinator. 
 

 
 

continued on the following page. 



continued from previous page. 
 
Several requests are necessary to make the 
Email Tree work efficiently .  Please 
1.   Update your email address(es) with the 
church office ASAP, 952-938-4683 or email 
secretary@saintpaulslutheran.org with the 
information. 
2.   For families with more than one email 
address let Jan Guetschow know which email 
address you prefer in emergencies.  Contact her 
at bjguetschow38@ msn.com. 
3.   If you want to stay on the Phone Tree and do 
not want to be notified by email please contact 
Jan at 952-935-0050. 
4.   If there is an email address you do not want 
used, let Jan know that too.   
 
We hope this will be completed by the June 5th.  
Thank you for your help and cooperation. 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
9      Connie Hessevick 
11    Kim Streater 
12    Steve Nelson, 
        Shelly Schweiger 
16    Virginia Rustad 
20    Ray Olson, 
        Matt Schmitz 
21    Alex Nelson 
        Kadie Schweiger   
22    Kris Moe 
23    Regina Johnson 
25    Alyssa Bonner 
26    Grace Falk 
27    Peter Rudolph 
29    Marla Bonner 
30    Marshall Carpenter, 
        Rey Lindquist 
 

andandandand    AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    
    

11 Eric & Deb Campbell 
19 Paul & Pat Tollefson 
23 Roger & Darla Gilbertson 
24 Tom & Linda McGee 

              

 
    
    

   Congratulations 
      Graduates! 
 
 
 
     
 
        May 17 – Ryan Foss  
  Executive MBA 
   Carlson School of Management 
  University of Minnesota 
 
         June 3 – Dylan Streater and 
  Emma Peaslee 
   Hopkins High School 
 
         June 6 – Mary (McGee) Copouls 
  Master of Arts in Education 
  St. Mary's University 
 
St. Paul’s is pleased to announce our 2010 
graduates.  We proudly congratulate them on 
their accomplishment and bless them as they 
move from this achievement into the next phase 
of their life.   Please join us on Graduate 
Recognition Sunday, June 13 th when 
graduates will be recognized during the worship 
service. 

�������� 

 
 
 
Summer Singers begins in June and will 
give many of you an opportunity to sing in a choir 
without Wednesday rehearsals!  This pick-up 
choir will provide music throughout the summer.  
Practices are at 9:00 am Sunday mornings, just 
before worship.  When you are available any 
Sunday to sing, please notify Steve Mollick or 
just show up.  Thanks for sharing your talent. 
 
 
 

* These June birthdays were accidentally printed 
in the May Messenger.   Please accept a 
sincerest apology for any confusion or 
inconvenience it caused.  May birthdays were 
subsequently announced in the Sunday bulletin. 



Summer at St. Paul’s 
 
 
 
 

 

On The Patio  

Wednesday nights  
6:30 – 8:00 PM 

 

“POP” gatherings begin Wednesday, June 9th. 
This year we will welcome guest speakers + 
hands on activities, the Animal Humane Society, 
our synod’s Health & Wellness Ministry, our local 
community service agencies and so much more. 
Live music, great food, fun family games and 
outstanding fellowship will make every 
Wednesday a “not-to-be” missed experience.    
Check our web calendar at 
www.saintpaulslutheran.org for what’s happening 
on specific dates or just COME and SEE! 
 
This is our opportunity to live our mission to be 
an open and inviting church  – invite your family, 
friends, neighbors and co-workers – call to 
remind them, give them directions, tell them you 
will be looking for them, or best of all, offer them 
a ride!!   
 
If you are able to arrive early (6:00 PM) to help 
set up, it would be much appreciated.  Please 
notify the church office if you can volunteer. 
 
 
 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is 
in the 2010 Raspberry Parade!! 

 
St. Paul’s is planning to have a 
float in the Hopkins Raspberry 
Parade this year. It will be 
decorated on July 14th during 
Wednesday’s Picnic on the 
Patio.  Comments, ideas, 

designers and all folks interested in helping, 
please contact Rey Lindquist ASAP at  
952-936-6506.   
 
The Grand Day Parade is Sunday, July 18th at 
1:00 pm.  See you there? 
 

Chapel View June Birthday Party 
 
St. Paul’s is providing the June Birthday party for 
residents of Augustana Chapel View Care 
Center in Hopkins on Wednesday, June 9th.  
Volunteers are needed to help set tables and 
decorate at 1:30 pm for the 2:15 pm party.  Our 
Prayers Shawl Ministry is providing beautifully 
handcrafted shawls as gifts to the June birthday 
residents.  Please contact the church office or Pr. 
Louise if you can participate in giving the Chapel 
View Birthday Party.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be celebrating Holy Communion 
outdoors on the patio once a month this summer.  
Worship begins at 9:30 am and will be followed 
by our Monthly Gathering and Potluck Brunch. 
People are needed to arrive early to set up 
chairs on the patio. 
 
 

   Light/brightly colored  
   umbrellas are wanted. 
   Outdoor worship can be 
   bright and hot so we are 
   planning to offer shade to 
   those who need it.  Please 
   donate your extra  
   umbrellas before June 27. 

______________________ 
 

 

Chapel View worship provided by St. 
Paul’s is scheduled the last Sunday of each 
month at 2:00 pm.  Please notify Pr. Louise or 
Pr. Howard if you can attend and/or help.  Thank 
you. 
 
 
Pastor Louise is going on vacation!   
She will be out of town and out of the country 
beginning Sunday, June 27 through Thursday, 
July 15th.  Pr. Howard Rand will be the guest 
worship leader during Pr. Louise’s absence and 
be on call for pastoral care needs.  He can be 
reached at 952-930-1044 or via email at 
Rand1017@usfamily.net. 

Sunday Outdoor Worship 
June 27, July 25, and August 29 



 
For more information, please call the coalition co-coordinator Darcie Rodman at 763-546-4404  

or find us online at www.WestMetroGriefSupportCoalition.org 
 

 

 
 

Volunteers needed  
ASAP.   We are 
committed for 20 
volunteers, 5 of 

which may be children, Saturday, June 19th at the 
Chanhassen location (18738 Lake Dr. E) from 7 – 
9:00 pm.  Children must in Grade 3 or above to 
participate.  FMSC counts on us to fill the spaces 
reserved so if you sign-up and can’t make it, you 
need to find your own replacement.  A sign-up 
sheet is available at church or please call the 
church office at 952-938-4683 to reserve a spot. 
 
As you package meals for the world’s hungriest 
children, you will discover a deep sense of service 
and community.  FMSC relies on donations to 
purchase the ingredients for the scientifically 
formulated food.   As more volunteers pack meals, 
dollars are needed to purchase the necessary 
ingredients.  Please consider making a monetary 
donation in addition to your donation of time and 
energy.  For additional information regarding your 
packing event, please visit FMSC 
http://www.fmsc.org for volunteer resources. 

Our Saviour’s Housing additional volunteer 
opportunities  – Serve dinner: June 20, June 28, 
July 16, August 20, August 21, and August 23.  
Paint and landscaping: 8 – 20 adults needed to do 
outdoor work on OSH properties weekdays and 
Saturday.  Serve breakfast: dates very flexible.  
Contact Mary Hromatka or Colleen (612-872-4193 
x25). 
 
 

NEW FRIENDS COMMUNITYNEW FRIENDS COMMUNITYNEW FRIENDS COMMUNITYNEW FRIENDS COMMUNITY    
You are invited to Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 
(952-474-8893), 301 County Rd. 19, Excelsior for a 
free community meal the last Thursday of each 
month.  No registration needed.  All are welcome. 
 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Tuesday Grief Support Group 
West Metro Grief Support Coalition invites all persons experiencing grief due to a death.   

Grief support groups offer hope and healing through education, listening, sharing, prayer and fellowship. 
 
 

          Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
          3801 Wooddale Avenue, St. Louis Park, MN  55416-5197 
                              (952) 929-6725 

  
             Tuesdays, April 6– June 22, 2010  
          4:30 – 6:30 PM 

 
 

 DATE   SPEAKER     TOPIC  _____________ 
 June 1   Jeanne Shellum   Gratitude 

 
 June 8   Pastor Holly Aastuen   God’s Presence in Grief 
 
 June 15  Leslie Kreofsky, MFT   Hope in Moving Forward 
 
 June 22  Host Church    We remember our loved ones 



PRESS RELEASES: 
 
St. Paul’s Church Council is pleased 
to announce that Michael Smith has agreed to 
fill the vacant Youth position on the church 
council for 2010.  This position is a 3 year 
position filled one year at a time and has been 
vacant since Kristin Campbell served.  Mike’s 
fresh perspective and great insights have 
already stood out as an asset.  Mike attended 
the Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly in April 
at our Youth voting member and has attended 
his first St. Paul’s Council meeting.   
Everyone - Welcome Mike!   

________________________ 
 

 
 

You haven’t missed it!   

VBS is coming!   

 

“Celebrating God’s Creation” 
 

St. Paul’s will be partnering with two other 

Lutheran churches this year:  Westwood 

and Spirit of Christ Community Church of St. 

Louis Park.  VBS will be a travel experience 

during the last full week of August, all day 

Monday – Thursday, 23rd – 26th.  We will be 

taking a bus to different locations 

throughout the area.  It is for 5 year olds 

through 6th graders.  Older youth may be 

helpers depending on need and room on 

the bus (more details will be forthcoming) 

but save the date.  This year’s theme is 

Celebrating God’s Creation.  The best 

contact person at this time is Pr. Wes 

Syverson: 

Syverson@SpiritofChristCommunity.org. 
 
 
 
Need at caterer?  Interested in who catered St. 
Paul’s Palm Sunday Brunch?   
 

Clare Zupetz 
3118 Benjamin St. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 
Cell:     612-245-7227 
Home: 612-789-2261 
 

She also has catered events at the Marsh. 

Rev. Mary Albing officially 
recognized as called to Christ the 
Redeemer 
Sunday, 23 May 2010 13:31  
 
Today, seven years after she was called by the 
congregation, the Rev. Mary Albing has been 
officially recognized as the pastor of the 
Lutheran Church of Christ the Redeemer in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

When Mary was called by the congregation in 
2003, all parties knowing that she was a 
lesbian, the bishop of the synod, Bishop Craig 
Johnson, said he could not sign approving the 
call. The position of pastor has been listed by 
the ELCA as “vacant” the entire time. But there 
is no denying that Mary has ministered to this 
congregation effectively. The congregation has 
been growing since 2005. 

The bishop kept the original letter he was asked 
to sign in 2003, and today signed it, yet another 
sign of the wondrous results of the 2009 
decisions by the Churchwide Assembly and the 
implementing actions of the ELCA Church 
Council in consultation with the Conference of 
Bishops earlier this year. 

Mary was never off the roster of the ELCA 
clergy. She was officially listed as On Leave 
from Call for the period. Today’s signing 
officially “fills” the pulpit of the Lutheran Church 
of Christ the Redeemer as Mary is returned to 
On Call status, something that has been seven 
years in coming for the congregation. 

Of today’s signing, Mary told the press that it 
was a “huge day, and I’m very excited about 
that.” She said, however, the day was also 
about the congregation, whom she described 
as “courageous and loving.” 

We join the congregation and the church in 
celebrating this recognition of a call to ministry, 
and rejoice at the affirmation of both a steadfast 
congregation and the worker for Christ they 
called. 



 
 
 

 

June 6  – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 1 Kings 17:17 – 24 
 Psalm 30 
 Galatians 1:11 – 24 
 Luke 7:11 – 17 
 
June 13  – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 2 Samuel 11:26 – 12:10, 13 – 15 
 Psalm 32 
 Galatians 2:15 – 21 
 Luke 7:36 – 8:3 
 
June 20  – 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Isaiah 65:1 – 9  
 Psalm 22:19 – 28 
 Galatians 3:23 – 29 
 Luke 8:26 – 39  
 
June 27  – 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 1 Kings 19:15 – 16, 19 – 21  
 Psalm 16 
 Galatians 5:1, 13 – 25 
 Luke 9:51 – 62  
 
July 4 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Isaiah 66:10 – 14 
 Psalm 66:1 – 9 
 Galatians 6:[1 – 6] 7 – 16 
 Luke 10:1 – 11, 16 – 20 
  
July 11 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Deuteronomy 30:9 – 14 
 Psalm 25:1 – 10 
 Colossians 1:1 – 14 
 Luke 10:25 – 37 
 
July 18  – 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Genesis 18:1 – 10a 
 Psalm 15 
 Colossians 1:15 – 28 
 Luke 10:38 – 42 
 
July 25  – 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Genesis 18:20 – 32 
 Psalm 138 
 Colossians 2:6 – 15 [16 – 19] 
 Luke 11:1 – 13 

    

Lord in your mercy  ~Lord in your mercy  ~Lord in your mercy  ~Lord in your mercy  ~    
            hhhhear our prayerear our prayerear our prayerear our prayer    
 

� For care of God’s 
creation, 

� for our war torn 
world, that peace 
may prevail, 

� for the hungry, the 
homeless and the 

     afflicted, 
� for those suffering due to economic crisis, 
� for our President, Barack Obama, his 

advisors, and all leaders of nations, 
� for our bishops Mark Hanson and Craig 

Johnson and all leaders of the church, 
� for the U.S. Foundation for the Children of 

Haiti,  
� for our congregation and the congregation 

of Vida Abundante en Cristo as we 
partner in ministry,  

� for our companion relationship with the 
people of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 

� for child Logan, Wanda Bryant, Isidore 
Mollick, Lisa Salvatore, Ken Smith,  Rob 
Stoneberger, and Brian (Boo) Wallace,  

� for God’s guidance as we live into becoming 
more welcoming to all people. 

 
 
 
 
 
� St. Paul’s Prayer Line  is activated by 

calling the coordinator, Maxine Rieman at 
952-238-8516, cell 763-807-7682, or calling 
the church office when she cannot be 
reached. 

 
� Other prayer resources  are available at 

www.elca.org/prayer.  
 
 
 

The time after Pentecost is a 
teaching time, a growing time, 

in the life of the church.  
Each Sunday’s texts celebrate 

God’s intention to provide us new 
life in the Spirit. 

Sunday Bible Readings 

Prayer & Bible Study 



 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
13207 Lake Street Extension 
Minnetonka, MN  55305 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Please deliver within 5 days 
         of June 1, 2010 
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WELCOME STATEMENT 
 

We at St. Paul’s are committed to welcoming you . . . 

• If you are lesbian, gay, bisexual, intersexual, transgendered or straight. 

• If you are seven, seventeen, forty-seven or one hundred and seven. 

• If you are black, brown, red, yellow, white or any shade in between. 

• If you are broken, healed or in recovery. 

• If you are rich, poor, or somewhere in between. 

• If you are able-bodied, disabled or differently-abled. 

• If you have a strong faith, have doubts about your faith or aren’t sure you have any  

  faith at all. 

• If you have accepted Christ’s love, question Christ’s love or don’t know if you are loved. 

• If you are looking for a church home, have never had a church home or need a place to  

  find peace. 

 

We are committed to welcoming everyone, living as a reconciling people 

 in our life together and in our outreach to the community. 
 


