July 2010
A A A
II.‘II St. Paul's Lutheran M E S S E N G E R

2'xB' PLANTER BOXES

4'x4" PLANTER BOXES

Proposed Prayer Labyrinth

Phone: 952-938-4683 Email: stp@saintpaulslutheran.org Fax2-938-1141
Website: _www.saintpaulslutheran.org
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WHO WE ARE

A Reconciling in Christ (RIC)
congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA),
Minneapolis Area Synod, Western
Parks and Lakes Conference.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is “to be an open and
inviting church spreading the Good
News of Jesus Christ.”

WORSHIP TIMES

You are invited to join us regularly on
Sunday mornings for 9:30 AM worship
followed by refreshments. Please
check the enclosed calendar for days
and times of Christian education and
events.

Also, an interactive calendar is
available on our website:
www.saintpaulslutheran.org.

Just click the “Calendar” button at the
top of the webpage and click on the
time and event for details and map.

CONTACT INFORMATION

The office is lightly staffed. Regular
office hours are 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM,
Monday through Friday, excluding
federal holidays. Please call before
coming in case of unexpected closure.
Phone: 952-938-4683

Fax: 952-938-1141

email:
StPauls@saintpaulslutheran.org

MAILING LIST

Please notify the church office when
you notify the Post Office you will be
temporarily away because our
newsletters are not forwarded.

St. Paul's congregation is pleased to
send you this newsletter. However, if
you prefer not to receive it, please call
the church office or e-mail us. The
newsletter is also available on our
website. Save paper and postage;
view it online.

CONGREGATION RELATIONSHIPS

Partners

Igelsia Vida Abundante en Cristo,
(Abundant Life in Christ),
provides a worship service in
Spanish at St. Paul’'s on
Sunday, 1:00 — 3:00 pm and
Friday, 7:00 — 9:00 pm.

Bet Shalom Reform Congregation,
Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve service

Lutheran Church of the Reformation,
Vigil of Easter

Mizpah United Church of Christ,
Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve service

Oak Knoll Lutheran Church,
Confirmation Ministry

Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran
Church and Westwood Lutheran
Church, Vacation Bible School 2010

Companion
Mount Olive Lutheran Church

Mission

Agora Ministries

Augustana Chapel View Care
Center in Hopkins

Augustana Emerald Crest

Beacon Hill Commons

Intercongregation Communities
Association (ICA)

Lutherans Concerned/North
America (LC/NA), (RIC)

Lutheran Social Services (LSS)

Lutheran World Relief

Meals on Wheels

Our Saviour’s Housing

ResourceWest of Hopkins

Sojourner Project

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

U.S. Foundation for the Children of
Haiti

West Metro Grief Support

ARTICLE SUBMISSION

Please submit articles as Word
documents with your clip art to
stpauls@saintpaulslutheran.org.
Include your name and contact
information. For pre-printed fliers

or brochures, provide a condensed
version that can be directly inserted in
the newsletter. Submission deadline
is the fifteenth of each month. All
submissions are subject to editing for
space and content. All rights reserved
by St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH COUNCIL
& ASSISTING ADMINISTRATORS

Pastor
Rev. Louise Mollick

Officers

President — Vince Jacobson
Vice President — Mary Hromatka
Secretary — Jeanne Moe
Treasurer — Mike Mikulay

Council Members At-Large

Connie Hessevick

Kathy Powers

Eric Reishus

Michael Smith (Youth Representative)

Finance Committee
Assistant Treasurer — Bernie Johnson
Financial Secretary — Shirley Schaller

Staff

Administrative Assistant —
Linda Dundas

Choir Accompanist —
Linda McGee

Music Director —
Steve Mollick

Worship Accompanist —
Rachel Mollick

Facility Use Coordinator
Mary Hromatka

Webmaster
Vince Jacobson

AUXILIARY BUILDING USE

St. Paul's encourages use of its facility
by groups that will support our mission
statement. Examples are the 12 Step
recovery programs, local
neighborhood organizations, and
congregations seeking a meeting
space. Please contact us at 952-938-
4683 for more information if
interested.

PUBLICATION

The Messenger is a monthly
newsletter published by St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA,
13207 Lake St. Extension,
Minnetonka, MN 55305.



A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

The Mark of Christ

Today, | find myself in Dubai. As this trip
approached, | sometimes wondered what my
Christian experience would be like in a Muslim
country. My observation, at least so far, is “about
the same”. But is it?

While this observation is in some ways a relief, it is
also convicting. The egalitarian part of me is
comforted to find myself at ease among people
unlike myself, but if my Christian identity is
apparent, shouldn't | expect that non-Christians
might be uncomfortable around me? Could it be
that others in this country don’t see the mark of
Christ? | don't think that | am presenting myself any
differently here than at home. | wonder how many
of my acquaintances at home see the mark of
Christ.

This brings up the obvious question, “What does
the mark of Christ look like?” One literal definition of
the mark of Christ would be, “Our baptismal
identity”, but that doesn’t say much about what it
looks like. A more visual oriented definition is, “How
one recognizes another as a Christian”.

When we humans observe others, we tend to
categorize them by characteristics such as sex,
age, appearance, etc. It is very easy to find
ourselves in the midst of stereotypes. In my normal
surroundings, | encounter people who could be
stereotyped as Christians and | encounter others
who could be stereotyped as non-Christians. Of
course, my personal experiences, especially those
with Agora Ministries Discipleship Academy, belie
those stereotypes. Indeed, some of my strongest
Christian role models could have been stereotyped
as non-Christians. These individuals are marked by
Christ, but | don't recall seeing the marks until | was
in relationship with them.

The definition that works best for me comes from
the song, “They will know we are Christians by our
love”. We may carry signs of love in our
countenance, but many people do. It is not uniquely
Christian. The person | am becoming grows daily

more aware of the call to and importance of
relationship with Christ and with others. | believe
that, in relationship with Christ, we are able to
reflect a small measure of the love that Christ has
shown us by example. The intensity of that small
measure is blinding compared to what a human
could produce without Christ’'s example, and is
indeed a very bright mark. But in today’s cynical
world (and probably the cynical world of any age),
very few will take such a mark at face value. In the
same way that our mark is visible as a reflection of
what Christ has taught us, our mark will only be
visible from within a personal relationship where its
authenticity is proven.

This means that it is unrealistic to expect that
someone you have never met will see the mark of
Christ.

Yeah, | guess it is about the same.

Praise the Holy Spirit for giving us the mark of
Christ and pray for it to be visible in each of us.

Blessings,
Vince Jacobson

Y
'. Treasurer’s Report for

May 2010
by Mike Mikulay, Treasurer

952-933-9068

YTD offerings were $3,826 favorable to budget.

YTD total operating receipts (offerings plus other
sources such as rent & fees) were $6,612 favorable
to budget.

YTD expenses were $1,029 favorable to budget.

The Operating Funds balance, which we pay the
bills from at the end of the month, was $8,013.

$115 (10% of the proceeds) from the rummage sale
was donated to the Mpls. Area Synod of the ELCA.

$286 in “coffee” donations was sent to the U.S.
Foundation for the Children of Haiti, www.usfch.org.

And $215 from designated giving was sent to ICA.
Thanks for your continuing generosity!

Please call if you have any questions or concerns.




COUNCIL NEWS

St. Paul's Church Council meets at 7:00 PM the
second Tuesday of each month. Congregation
members are welcome to attend and/or submit
items for the agenda by contacting one of the
council members.

Council Meeting Highlights

June 8, 2010

Gathering

Council President Vince Jacobson called the
meeting to order at 7:08 pm. Present were Pr.
Louise Mollick, Vince Jacobson, Eric Reishus, Mary
Hromatka, Jeanne Moe, Mike Mikulay, Phil Eckhert,
Michael Smith and Connie Hessevick.

Prayer and spiritual nourishment were given by
Mike M. Discussion centered on chapter 2 of the
book, Reclaiming the “C” Word...Daring to Be
Church Again by Kelly Fryer. Eric initiated and
Mary seconded, with all members in favor, the
motion of appointing Mike Smith as Youth
Representative Council Member for the remainder
of 2010.

Reports

* Pr. Louise reviewed the schedule for our
summer Picnic on the Patio (POP) program
for Wednesday evenings June — August.

* Pr. Louise will be taking her unpaid leave
the end of June into July. Plans were
reviewed for Pr. Howard Rand to provide
pastoral care along with back-up, Pr. Glen
Floe, during Pr. Louise’s absence.

« June 9" Chapel View birthday celebration
provided by St. Paul’s included prayer
shawls given to all June birthday residents.

« June 13"will include a graduate recognition
during the service.

« June 15" 7:00 pm Suburban host homes

» Rey Lindquist will coordinate ideas for the
Hopkins Raspberry Festival float for Grand
Day Parade on July 18",

* We are checking into availability of projector
screen for use in the sanctuary for the Vida
Abundante en Cristo congregation.

* Mike M. reviewed Finance Report

Continuing Business

« Phil Eckhert, regarding Going Green
Initiative, presented the results thus far from
the task force findings. The task force has
reviewed solid waste at this time with further
work later into other areas such as toxic
product disposable, water management,
cleaning agents, etc. These findings will be
presented to members during POP on
6/23/10 and again at the 6/27/10 Monthly
Gathering & Potluck Brunch. Possible
action steps will be voted on by the
community of St. Paul's at the June monthly
gathering. Council will finalize plans for the
Going Green Initiative at the July council
meeting.

e Church Sign upgrade — completed project
noted as being “sweet” by Pr. Louise.
Contribution funds still needed.

New Business

» Open sign-up slot by a council member for
announcements, lock-up, etc for month of
September.

e Community gardens to be ready spring
2011; Girl Scouts have planned badge
assignments and awards with Peace
Sunday 9/19/10 designated for installment
of project.

* Monies gathered from coffee donations to
be distributed as follows; July-August =
continued support for U.S. Foundation for
the Children of Haiti, September-October =
Feed Your Starving Children, November-
December = Give Us Wings through Ryan
Foss. Mike Smith made recommendation to
support victims of the oil spill in Gulf coast
region, Eric R. will work with Mike in future
months with a plan.

Sending
Closing prayer by Mike Mikulay with adjournment at
9:00 pm.

Highlights are not official meeting minutes and
are subject to correction and change. They are
provided for timely informational purposes
only.



Summer at St. Paul’s

Ehat 8

On The Patio
Wednesday nights
6:30 — 8:00 PM

“POP” gatherings are for everyone! Don't be
bashful - COME and SEE! Bring a side dish to
share (if you want to) and lots of enthusiasm.
Our program is off to a great start. Upcoming
topics are Health and Wellness, Organic
Composting, Fire Safety, Therapy Pets, Malaria
Initiative, and more To Be Announced. We
start with Prayer, food and fellowship, and then
gather for entertainment.

If you are able to arrive early (6:00 PM) to help
set up, it would be much appreciated.

St. Paul’s will participate in the
2010 RASPBERRY FESTIVAL

We will have a craft and
and information booth in the
Main Street Market Place.

9AM- 4.00 PM,
Saturday, July 17t

If you can help set-up, man the booth for
two hours, and/or help tear down by 5:30
PM, please contact the church office, sign-
up at church, or contact Rey Lindquist or
Kathy Pfaendtner. [We had to eliminate the
float and pavilion booth ideas announced
last month as further research determined
they did not meet our goals.]

Advance prep. & craft workers needed
now!
Call 952-938-4683

Sunday Outdoor Worship
July 25 and August 29

We are celebrating Holy Communion outdoors
on the patio the last Sunday of each month this
summer. Worship begins at 9:30 AM and will
be followed by our Monthly Gathering and
Potluck Brunch. Be sure to come and stay for
the outstanding fellowship and great food.

NOTE: People are needed to arrive early to
help set up chairs on the patio.

Additionally, light/brightly
colored umbrellas are
wanted. Outdoor worship
can be bright and hot so we
are offering shade to those
who need it. Please bring
your extra umbrellas to
church on outdoor Sundays.

o011 Fundraiser.,

Everyone!

Save your
donations for St.
Paul's Rummage
Sale 2011. We can
store your items if
you need to get rid
of stuff now.

Our annual
rummage sale is
scheduled for May 14". Receipts can be
provided if needed for tax purposes. No TVs or
electronics please. Call the church office for
drop off information: 952-938-4683. Please
keep us in mind when doing your
spring/summer/fall

house cleaning and START COLLECTING
FOR US NOW. We are very grateful for your
help.



Sunday Bible Readings }

July 4 — 6™ Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 66:10 — 14
Psalm 66:1 -9
Galatians 6:[1 - 6] 7 — 16
Luke 10:1 -11,16-10

July 11 — 7" Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 30:9 — 14
Psalm 25:1 — 10
Colossians 1:1 - 14
Luke 10:25 - 37

July 18 — 8™ Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 18:1 — 10a
Psalm 15
Colossians 1:15 — 28
Luke 10:37 — 42

July 25 — 9" Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 18:20 — 32
Psalm138
Colossians 2:6 — 15 [16 — 19]
Luke 11:1 - 13

August 1 — 10" Sunday after Pentecost
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12 — 14; 2:18 — 23
Psalm 49:1 — 12
Colossians 3:1 - 11
Luke 12:13 -21

August 8 — 11" Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 15:1 -6
Psalm 33:12 — 22
Hebrews 11:1 -3, 8- 16
Luke 12:32 — 40

August 15 — 12" Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 61:7 — 11
Psalm 34:1 -9
Galatians 4:4 — 7
Luke 1:46 — 55

August 22 —13" Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 58:9b — 14
Psalm 103:1 -8
Hebrews 12:18 — 29
Luke 13:10 - 17

Hear us, O God —

Your mercy is great.
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Prayer & Bible Study ]

St. Paul’'s Prayer Line is activated by
calling the coordinator, Maxine Rieman at
952-297-7777 or calling the church office
when she cannot be reached. [Please
make a note in your church directory of
Maxine's new telephone number.]

Other prayer resources are available at
www.elca.org/prayer.




At Your Next Reunion,

Create a Family Health History
by Caring Right At Home
Volume 10, Issue 2

Family reunions are the time when we catch up
with loved ones, get acquainted with new babies
and enjoy spending time together. If your family
is like most, an unofficial family historian will take
this opportunity to inscribe the latest branches on
the family tree, and record the recent happenings
of the clan.

Family reunions also provide a perfect
opportunity to create a document to help keep
our loved ones healthier: a family health history.

“Evan’s new baby looks just like Grandpa Harry!”
“Janet, you have your mother's eyes.” “And
doesn’'t Caitlin’'s smile look just like Cousin
Gracie!”

Certain diseases and conditions can run in
families too. These include heart disease,
stroke, depression, diabetes and certain cancers.
According to the CDC, if one or more relatives
have one of these conditions, this puts other
relatives at higher statistical risk. Genes and
environment both may come into play: families
share not only DNA, but also habits.

At your next family reunion, take the time to talk
about your family’s health. Compile and share a
written health history document. You can find a
free online “Family Health Portrait” tool at
www.hhs.gov/familyhistory. Ask senior family
members about their own parents and
grandparents’ health. We can't change our
genes, but knowing which health conditions
seem to run in our family can motivate us to
reduce our personal risk. A family health history
also helps our doctor diagnose and treat
diseases, and catch them eatrlier.

Creating a family health history is a gift your
family can give themselves, and leave a valuable
legacy for future generations.

Learn more about healthy aging and family care
giving. Sign up for the free monthly online
edition of Caring Right at Home at
WwWw.caringnews.com

Proposed Prayer Labyrinth
and Community Gardens

The proposed labyrinth is in conjunction with
the Community Gardens project being
planned by girls from Girl Scout Troop 11212
earning their Gold Awards. The planning
stage of the gardens became more complex
and is now projected for Spring 2011
completion. The labyrinth design is provided
by Deloris Majerski after attending an
inspirational session by Agora Ministries and
researching a design from Chartres in
France.

The triad patrtitions potentially represent the
Trinity, or Body/Mine; Soul/Spirit; and
Heart/Emotions. The three fold path
Releasing, Receiving, and Integration. A
most basic labyrinth is a metaphor for life’s
journey to the center of your deepest self and
back out into the world with a broader
understanding of who you are. Walking the
labyrinth is a right brain task involving
intuition, creativity, and imagery.

In the center will be three small benches and
possibly a water feature to enable spending
time in reflective meditation on your journey.
Implementation of the design is being
overseen by Eric Reishus and coordinated
with the Girl Scouts whose gardens will
surround the Prayer Labyrinth. Additional
ideas and help are welcome.



We are pleased to announce
Addison Mackenzie Brenk

daughter of Jenni MacNaughton
& Nathan Brenk,
sister to Katherine and Zachary Brenk,
will be baptized at St. Paul's
Sunday, July 28
during the 9:30 AM worship service

Guest Rev. Patrick Shebeck
& Pr. Louise Mollick presiding.
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BIRTHDAY
GREETINGS

)
6 Vince Jacobson
8 Ben Larson

13  Erik Moe

17  Irma Wilde

24  Terri Anderson,

Kristian Foss

25 Lois Lindquist

and Anhniversaries
24  Eric & Pr. Diane Reishus

Tuesday Grief Support

MOVES in July

'\ 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Good Shepherd Catholic Church
145 Jersey Ave South,
Golden Valley 55426
(763) 544-0416

VBS is coming! This year's theme:
“Celebrating God’s Creation”

St. Paul's is partnering with two other Lutheran
churches this year: Westwood and Spirit of
Christ Community Church of St. Louis Park.
This Summer Day Camp will be a traveling
experience for children ages 5 — 12, Monday —
Thursday, August 23 ™ — 26", 9 AM — 3 PM.
Hurry, this camp is filling up fast!

Each day will have a different theme and a
different field trip destination. Each camper
needs to bring a bag lunch and sunscreen and
be ready for a great day! Snack and beverages
will be provided. A full day is planned that will
include a field trip, crafts, singing and organized
games. We will be exploring parks, playgrounds,
museums and the wonders of God’s World.

Registration and each day's departure point:
Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran Church,
5801 Minnetonka Blvd., St. Louis Park, MN
55416. 952-929-6465. Suggested donation: $55
per participant for the week. Financial
assistance is also available. Call now!

2" Chance!

EED mr Saturday
STARVING July 31
CHILOREN 9-11AM

25 slots, 10 may be children, for food packing
Chanhassen location: 18738 Lake Dr. East.
Sign-up sheet is available at St. Paul’s or call
952-938-4683 to reserve your spot now. Details
and directions available at www.fmsc.org or
contact Rachel Larson or Mary Hromatka.



Spirit of Christ, Westwood
& St. Paul’s Lutheran Churches

DAY CAMP REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION
August 23 — 26
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Ages 5-12

Please complete and return to the Church Office
5801 Minnetonka Blvd., St. Louis Park, MN 55416

Space is limited to 30 children.

A. Name of Camper

Date of Birth Sex Age

B. Parent or Guardian’s Name

Mailing Address

City State Zip Home phone:

Daytime phone number of parent/guardian
(In case of emergency)

Other Emergency Contact Name:

Relationship Phone number

C. Spirit of Christ Day Camp is open to all, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age or
handicap.
D. Name of other persons authorized to pick up above child.

Parent or guardian MUST sign.

“I give permission for my child to attend Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran Church activities, to
take part in the normal program activities, and | authorize Spirit of Christ to secure a doctor to provide any
necessary Emergency Medical Care.”

PARENT/GUARDIAN’'S SIGNATURE Date

My child will attend Spirit of Christ Day Camp on the following days:
August 23
August 24
August 25

August 26



Please complete and return with registration. A child may not participate without a
health form on record.

MN State Law requires this form.

Health Form

A. Name of Camper

Date of Birth Sex Age

B. Parent or Guardian’s Name

Home phone number:

Daytime phone number of parent/guardian
(In case of emergency)

Other Emergency Contact Name:

Relationship Phone number
Health History: Check and give approximate dates

Diabetes Ear Infections

Seizures Asthma

Rheumatic Fever Allergies (please list)

Operations or serious injuries (dates of )

Chronic or Recurring lliness

Medications brought to camp

Immunization History
Please note the date of the most recent booster doses.

DPT Rubella Polio OPV

Mumps Measles Tetanus booster

Parent/Guardian Signature Date
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WELCOME STATEMENT

We at St. Paul's are committed to welcoming you . . .

* If you are lesbian, gay, bisexual, intersexual, fransgendered or straight.
* If you are seven, seventeen, forty-seven or one hundred and seven.

* If you are black, brown, red, yellow, white or any shade in between.

* If youare broken, healed or in recovery.

* If you are rich, poor, or somewhere in between.

* TIf you are able-bodied, disabled or differently-abled.

* TIf you have a strong faith, have doubts about your faith or aren't sure you have any
faith at all.

* If you have accepted Christ's love, question Christ's love or don't know if you are loved.

* If youare looking for a church home, have never had a church home or need a place to
find peace.

We are committed to welcoming everyone, living as a reconciling people
in our life together and in our outreach to the community.




