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Our mission is to be “an open and inviting church s preading the Good News of Jesus Christ.”
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WHO WE ARE

A Reconciling in Christ (RIC)
congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA),
Minneapolis Area Synod, Western
Parks and Lakes Conference.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is “to be an open and
inviting church spreading the Good
News of Jesus Christ.”

WORSHIP TIMES

You are invited to join us regularly on
Sunday mornings for 9:30 AM worship
followed by refreshments. Please
check the enclosed calendar for days
and times of activities and events.

Also, an interactive calendar is
available on our website:
www.saintpaulslutheran.org.

Just click the “Calendar” button at the
top of the webpage and click on the
time and event for details and map.

CONTACT INFORMATION

The office is lightly staffed. Regular
office hours are 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM,
Monday through Friday, excluding
federal holidays. Please call before
coming in case of unexpected closure.
Phone: 952-938-4683

Fax: 952-938-1141

email:
StPauls@saintpaulslutheran.org

MAILING LIST

Please notify the church office when
you notify the Post Office you will be
temporarily away because our
newsletters are not forwarded.

St. Paul's congregation is pleased to
send you this newsletter. However, if
you prefer not to receive it, please call
the church office or e-mail us. The
newsletter is also available on our
website. Save paper and postage;
view it online.

CONGREGATION RELATIONSHIPS

Partners

Igelsia Vida Abundante en Cristo,
(Abundant Life in Christ),
provides a worship service in
Spanish at St. Paul’'s on
Sunday, 1:00 — 3:00 pm and
Friday, 7:00 — 9:00 pm.

Bet Shalom Reform Congregation,
Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve service

Lutheran Church of the Reformation,
Vigil of Easter

Mizpah United Church of Christ,
Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve service

Oak Knoll Lutheran Church,
Confirmation Ministry

Spirit of Christ Community Lutheran
Church and Westwood Lutheran
Church, Vacation Bible School 2010

Companion
Mount Olive Lutheran Church

Mission

Agora Ministries

Augustana Chapel View Care
Center in Hopkins

Augustana Emerald Crest

Beacon Hill Commons

Intercongregation Communities
Association (ICA)

Lutherans Concerned/North
America (LC/NA), (RIC)

Lutheran Social Services (LSS)

Lutheran World Relief

Meals on Wheels

Our Saviour’s Housing

ResourceWest of Hopkins

Sojourner Project

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

U.S. Foundation for the Children of
Haiti

West Metro Grief Support

ARTICLE SUBMISSION

Please submit articles as Word
documents with your clip art to
stpauls@saintpaulslutheran.org.
Include your name and contact
information. For pre-printed fliers

or brochures, provide a condensed
version that can be directly inserted in
the newsletter. Submission deadline
is the fifteenth of each month. All
submissions are subject to editing for
space and content. All rights reserved
by St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH COUNCIL
& ASSISTING ADMINISTRATORS

Pastor
Rev. Louise Mollick

Officers

President — Vince Jacobson
Vice President — Mary Hromatka
Secretary — Jeanne Moe
Treasurer — Mike Mikulay

Council Members At-Large

Connie Hessevick

Kathy Powers

Eric Reishus

Michael Smith (Youth Representative)

Finance Committee
Assistant Treasurer — Bernie Johnson
Financial Secretary — Shirley Schaller

Staff

Administrative Assistant —
Linda Dundas

Choir Accompanist —
Linda McGee

Music Director —
Steve Mollick

Worship Accompanist —
Rachel Mollick

Facility Use Coordinator
Mary Hromatka

Webmaster
Vince Jacobson

AUXILIARY BUILDING USE

St. Paul's encourages use of its facility
by groups that will support our mission
statement. Examples are the 12 Step
recovery programs, local
neighborhood organizations, and
congregations seeking a meeting
space. Please contact us at 952-938-
4683 for more information if
interested.

PUBLICATION

The Messenger is a monthly
newsletter published by St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA,
13207 Lake St. Extension,
Minnetonka, MN 55305.



A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

| have recently been contemplating what it means
to Be Church. Being Church, like many other things
in life, often seems so complicated. Sometimes it
seems complicated because we follow Christ poorly
and introduce our own complications, and
sometimes it seems complicated because, well, it
IS complicated.

It is very freeing when we can eliminate or deal
effectively with the complications in our lives. We
can eliminate some complications by listening
intentionally and choosing a less complicated path.
In a similar way, intentional listening can expose
the nature of complications and allow us to
navigate them more effectively.

For me, it's pretty simple. Being Church can only be
interpreted in the sense of Matthew 18:20, “For
where two or three are gathered together in My
name, | am there in the midst of them”. | should
probably say “conceptually” simple, because it can
be pretty mind boggling to seriously consider all of
the implications of having Christ in our midst. As
with many American Christians, my spirituality is
too much in my head and too little in my heart. | can
easily rationalize how simple this might be, but
when | set about living it, my head often takes over
and makes it complicated. My dear immigrant
brethren at Agora Discipleship Academy who carry
their spirituality much more in their hearts are great
moderating examples.

One of the most obvious complications comes from
assuming that the natural place to Be Church is in a
church building. Contrary to popular opinion, the
first thing Christ did in his ministry was NOT to set
up a building committee. In fact, Christ spoke very
strongly about avoiding things that would hinder
picking up and moving on. Not only is a church
building unnecessary to Being Church, but it is
often an impediment. A church building brings with
it many assets and many liabilities and a lot of
baggage. Depending on an individual's own
journey, a church building may bring comfort (not

intending to imply that comfort is always a good
thing), or anxiety.

Where then is the best place to Be Church? It is
helpful to be a place of safety, a place where we
can let our guard down and be opened to listen for
a quiet voice. It must be a Holy place, but that part
comes when Christ shows up. The best place to Be
Church is different for each of us, each day. It could
be a coffee shop, or a golf course, or a workplace,
or even a church building. The best place to Be
Church is wherever we happen to be.

The organized church is quite different than Being
Church, but it can be compatible. An organized
church is usually associated with church buildings
and committees and meetings and structure and
rigidity. The greatest challenge of the organized
church is to avoid getting in the way of Being
Church.

Our congregation is part of an organized church.
We have a lovely, small, warm, welcoming facility.
We work diligently at fully utilizing it for community
and religious activities. We are very intentional
about creating an environment compatible with
Being Church. But we also wonder. We wonder
how our building helps us to do Christ’'s work. We
wonder how else Christ would want us to utilize the
resources that are currently consumed by the
building. The greatest challenge of having a church
building is, well, complicated.

So, wherever you are, and whatever you are doing,
go out (or stay in) and gather with one or two others
in His name. Be known as a believer. BE
CHURCH. It doesn't have to be complicated.
Blessings,

Vince Jacobson



by Mike Mikulay, Treasurer
952-933-9068

From Financial Secretary’'s Report:

July Total Offerings
July Total Operating

YTD Total Offerings
YTD Total Operating

$3,040 unfavorable to budget
$3,230 unfavorable to budget

$2,300 unfavorable to budget
$69 unfavorable to budget

YTD Pledged Offerings $7,760 unfavorable to budget
YTD Non—pledged Offerings $5,754 favorable to budﬁ

Note: Total Operating includes Total Offerings, Coffee, Fundraisers, Interest Income,
and Rents & Fees.

From Treasurer’s Report:

YTD Actual YTD Variance
Budget
Income $104,430 $106,261 $1,831 unfavorable
Expenses $104,707 $106,077 $1,370 favorable
Net Income ($277) $184 $461 unfavorable

From Treasurer’'s Balance Sheet Report:

July 31, 2010
Operating Funds ($935)
Youth Funds $3,904
Total Checking/Savings $2,969
Securities at cost basis $24,332
Prepaid Insurance $176
Total Current Assets $27,477
Less Total Current Liabilities ($14,317)
Working_] Capital $13,160

Note: Market value of securities on July 31 was $21,590.

IF YOU ARE CURRENT WITH YOUR GIVING, THANK YOU!
IF NOT, PLEASE CATCH UP.

I "# "$% &

A new program has launched through Thrivent called "Choice Dollars." The program allows
members who own certain Thrivent Financial products to choose where to distribute charitable
funds. If you received the letter about Thrivent Choice Dollars, please consider giving these
funds to St. Paul's Lutheran Church. The letter gives eligible members information on how to
participate. Be watching for this information to let you know how to go about directing Choice
Dollars to St. Paul's, an approved registered organization for Choice Dollars. For more
information, visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836.




St. Paul’'s Church Council meets at 7:00 PM the
second Tuesday of each month. Congregation
members are welcome to attend and/or submit
items for the agenda by contacting one of the
council members.
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August 17, 2010

This meeting was a first experiment in an approach
that leverages individual preparation and interaction
to reduce the amount of time spent in the business
part of the meeting and increase the amount of time
spent in spiritual nourishment. The approach was
generally well received and we expect to continue
with incremental experiments in future meetings.

Gathering

Council President Vince Jacobson called the
meeting to order. Present were Mike Smith, Kathy
Powers, Mary Hromatka, Mike Mikulay, Eric
Reishus, and Pr. Louise Mollick. Absent were
Connie Hessevick and Jeanne Moe.

Finance

There was a brief discussion surrounding concerns
about falling behind over the summer months. The
newsletter will contain a reminder message. We
will consider sending a reminder with third quarter
statements.

Committee reports, Pastor Report

Discussion about membership concerns included
status information about Jean Olson and other
members, and a discussion about recent regular
visitors.

Council retreat

A council retreat was tentatively scheduled for
October 16. This time has conflicts for at least 2
council members. We will check for other possible
times including Sunday afternoons (block out
October 24).

Other Business

Mary shared that the Children’s Sabbath service on
October 17" is going to be a special event including
participation by American Indian Heritage Center
and others from the greater community.

The business meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.
followed by Eric leading a discussion from chapter
four of the book, Reclaiming the C Word. We ended
at 9:00 pm.

Highlights are not official meeting minutes and
are subject to correction and change. They are
provided for timely informational purposes
only.

Dear Pastor Mollick:

| simply want to commend you and St.
Paul’s members for the variety of outreach
programs you apparently have in your
mission. When | read the list to my wife,
including the fact that St. Paul’s is an
RIC congregation, my wife responded, “If
we lived there now and were looking for a
congregation, St. Paul’s would be my
choice.” The congregation we belong to
here in Austin (First English Lutheran)
has fewer than 400 baptized members, but
our congregation is also RIC, and our
mission outreach includes a wide variety
of projects beyond our own congregation.
Blessings to you and your people.

Pastor Merle G. Franke (ret. — mostly)



Six-year-old Joey returned to school at the end of summer
break. After just three days the teacher called to tell his mom
that Joey was misbehaving.

"Hold on a minute," the mom interrupted. "I just finished three
months with Joey and | never called you once when he
misbehaved!"

@
Q@; ( 5 St. Paul’s kids through grade 6 and their

p families are invited to join us for the kick-

off of Sunday school on September 12,

following the 9:30 AM worship service.

On that day, while we bake cookies for

delivery to Our Saviour’s shelter, we will become reacquainted

with one another as we learn that we are all important

ingredients in God's plans. On September 19, we will

celebrate the International Day of Peace with special activities.

On September 26, after our monthly potluck, kids will be
offered the chance to watch a movie and munch on popcorn.
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Sunday School Kicks off
on September 12" |

October Sunday school
events include taking

part in a walk to raise
money for those in need,
baking communion bread,
and celebrating Children’s
Sabbath.
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Families are encouraged

to attend Sunday school
programming together.

Contact Lisa Foss with questions at
952-401-8044. If you'd like to help us bake cookies on the
12" please let Lisa know as soon as possible.

This begins “A Year of Sharing Our Gifts”
sponsored by the Children’s Ministry Team.
Please keep them in your prayers, offer your
support, and participate whenever you can.

We are also, actively looking for one or two people who would
be willing to send birthday cards every month to St. Paul’s kids
celebrating a birthday. Supplies will be provided. Please let
the Children’s Ministry Team know if you are interested in
taking on this special service of being a messenger of God’s
love on our children’s special day!

children’s Sabbay,

e
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SO, HOW ARE THE CHILDREN?
St Paul's has chosen our worship
time on October 17, 2010 to lift up
and pray for the most vulnerable of
our community, our children.

Please clear your calendar so that
you might be able to worship with
us. We will remember the area
children who have died in the past
year. If you are aware of a child
that is near to your heart that has
left us this year, please let us know
so that we can include them in the
memorial. We will also lift up some
of the current needs of our local
youth. Can you see it in your heart
be a part of our Children's Sabbath
Worship? Please, join us.

As you drive by St. Paul's on
Baker Road and glance to the
west, (not while texting please)
you can see the community
gardens and labyrinth taking
shape. They tell me the
completion date is set for
September 19". The project
when done will be a gift of love
to the community. Now that's
what | call giving in the spirit of
Christ. Take a moment to say
thanks to Nora Bonner for her
fine work. We will get a chance
to meet her other two colleagues
when the project is dedicated.

by Eric Reishus



“Looking for Lucy”
by Emrys Current

This is a most charming
children’s book written by
the daughter of our very own
Joyce and Roger Ramsden.
You can watch an interview
of the author on Channel 11
at 10:00 AM on Tuesday,
September 7 ™.

O

Albert Pike Lodge #237 Fall Fundraiser,
Steak dinner catered by Nelson’s in Hopkins;
Wednesday, September 15

5:30 - 7:30 PM

Minnetonka Community Center.

Advance tickets only: $15/Adult, $7.50/Child
12 and under. Call Rey Lindquist at 952-938-
6506 for tickets. (No ticket sales at the door.)
Music by The Dixie Kats and door prizes.
Proceeds to benefits ICA Food Shelf,
ResourceWest, Hopkins Center for the Arts,
and Albert Pike Lodge Scholarship &
Community Events Fund.

Taste of the Lakes

12" Annual Taste of the Lakes provided by
various restaurants in the Lake Minnetonka
area and samplings from six wineries!
Friday, September 24

6:30 — 11:00 PM

Bayview Event Center, Excelsior, MN
Silent/Live Auctions, Tim Mahoney's Band.

Advance tickets: $27.50; $32.50 at the door.

Purchase tickets at bayviewevent.com or call
952-470-8439. Benefitting ICA, Interfaith
Outreach & Community Partners, and
WeCAN (Western Communities Action
Network, Inc.).
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Home Winemaking Demonstration

Join us at St. Paul's Lutheran Church for an
entertaining evening of winemaking. We even
make our own communion wine here! One of
our members, a home winemaking consultant,
will teach you how to get started making your
own wine from fresh fruits, juices or grapes. The
class will be held Sunday, September 19, from 6
to 8 pm at St. Paul's (Hwy 7 & Baker Road in
Minnetonka). Call 952-938-4683 or send email
to secretary@saintpaulslutheran.org to make

a reservation. . Free will offerings will be
accepted to support the ministries of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church.

Discover the tricks to making great wine at home
for yourself or to give as a fabulous gift with that
uniquely personal touch. Learn the step-by-step
process to wine making, as well as bottling and
labeling techniques. We'll prepare fruits and
“balance” the juice so it's ready for the
fermentation step.

Beth Mikulay works as a home winemaking
consultant with a Twin Cities winemaking supply
company. She helps her customers learn how to
make their own wines and troubleshoots their
winemaking problems. Beth has taught home
winemaking through several adult community
education programs as well as at the WinePress
U.S. WineFest in St. Paul. She is a member of
the Purple Foot Wine Club and has made over
1,200 bottles at home from fresh fruits, fruit
juices, and wine kits. She has entered several
wines at the 2009 Minnesota State Fair and was
thrilled to bring home some ribbons.

Let Beth pass along her knowledge of making
great wines inexpensively, in this fun, hands-on
class.
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BIRTHDAY
GREETINGS

1 Ruth Johnson
Lisa Foss

7 Shari Schmitz

8 Heidi Schmitz,
Haily Schmitz,
Shawn Schmitz

10 Steve Dulac

15 Laura Mikulay,
Tom Powers

16 Rachel Larson,
Ruth Thompson

22 Deb Campbell

24  Pr. Louise Mollick

30 Nate Brenk

Happy Anniversary
7 Marshall & Carolyn Carpenter

15 Dale & Laura Eggert
22 Rey & Lois Lindquist

And Congratulations to
Steve and Kadie Dulac on their
marriage and their life together as
one in Christ!

Storage needed for
2011 Rummage Sale
donations. We have
started to collect for
next year’s rummage
sale but the church is
out of space. The pile
in the corner of the west
class room, the one
with the puzzle flooring, needs to be moved. Please
call the office or Jan Guetschow if you can provide
some space to house the donations until May 14,
2011. Thank you for your help!

Praise the Lord! We will meet
the last Thursday of the month
starting September 30". The
first host of the club will be Eric
and Diane Reishus. Snacks and/or desserts will be
provided including coffee, tea, water, and soda and
a white and red wine for those who choose. The
first book to be read and discussed is Take This
Bread by Sarah Miles.

A quick synopsis: The journey from skeptical
secularist to devout Christian was long, complicated,
and often convoluted (her parents were avid
atheists), but the story she makes of it is engaging,
funny, and highly entertaining, including many
surprises as well as the occasional wrong turn.
Incidentally, Miles comments, often with great
insight, on the ugliness that many people associate
with a particular brand of Christianity. Why would
any thinking person become a Christian? is one of
the questions she addresses, and her answer is also
compelling reading. Ray Olson, Copyright ©
American Library Association. All rights reserved

Can you believe we're starting to think about
December and the Progressive Dinner??? The date
is set, Saturday, December 4 ", 2010 and the first
course (appetizer) location has already been
determined. It will be at Bill Schweitzer's place -

the senior apartments at Beacon Hill in Glen Lake, in
their condo's party room. Watch for more details to
come and the sign-up sheet in November but mark
your calendar NOW. We hope all will attend this
year and hope to see you there!



Summer at St. Paul’s
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The joy of our church property just keeps on giving.
By the time you read this the last Picnic on the
Patio for the season will have occurred. Thanks to
Thrivent for the fine ice cream social and the music
played by the Jammin’ for Joy folks at the Grand
Finale’. Thanks to all who participated in a splendid
run of summer Wednesdays that will stay in our
thoughts throughout the winter months!

by Pr. Howard Rand

Word of God/Word of Life! |s this extravagant
description of scripture in our worship? “Be careful

of words,” suggest poet Anne Sexton. “For the
miraculous ones we do our best. Yet often they fail
me”. Each Sunday we use words from another
time, place and culture. The lector reads from the
scriptures. Like any other words, they will

communicate when we hear and understand them.

“What do they say? What do they mean? What do
they mean for me? What will they mean for
others?” | am grateful that our Worship & Music
Team has asked me to help our worship lectors
help each other in their appointed Sunday readings.
On the last Saturday each month, we will approach
this reading privilege with a potential for God to
speak “from heart to heart” through our lessons.
We will listen to each other... to affirm, support, and
encourage each other.

The readers for the Sundays in the following month
will each have the resource to read and then to
share varied meanings they sense with each other
and for each other. This venture toward effective
worship communication begins August 28" at 10
AM in our sanctuary. Those to attend will be
notified each month.

West Metro Grief Support Coalition invites all persons experiencing grief due to a death.
Grief support groups offer hope and healing through education, listening, sharing, prayer and fellowship.

4:30 - 6:30 PM
Good Shepherd Catholic Church
145 Jersey Avenue South
Golden Valley, MN 55426-1527

(763) 544-0416 x810

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC
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Jesus’ Journey, and Ours, Continues

The opening lines of Luke remind us that this
gospel is a story being told with elements in a
specific order “so that you may know the truth”
(1:4) about Jesus Christ. The plot unfolds as
Luke takes us from Jesus’ birth, to his ministry
in Galilee, to his days in Jerusalem, to the cross
and empty tomb, and to his ascension as the
enthroned Lord of life.

In this season of readings, Jesus has recently,
in Luke's “orderly account,” begun his actual
journey toward Jerusalem (13:22 — 19:27). His
first journey began with preaching and teaching
in Galilee (3:1 — 9:50). His last journey is to
Jerusalem, the cross, and resurrection. As in
the gospel readings for summer, Jesus teaches
about discipleship as he journeys.

The discipleship lessons in this journey are
more challenging - sacrifice, repentance,
serving just one master, obedience,
thankfulness, persistence, and humility. Jesus
will teach about the role and use of wealth and
possessions an almost uncomfortable number
of times. But our good Teacher knows that
repetition is an essential teaching and learning
tool. The fall gospel readings end with a great
summary and word of encouragement for our
journey with Jesus: “The Son of Man came to
seek out and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).

Even as Jesus proclaims that “the kingdom has
come near to you,” a message of coming
judgment undergirds his teaching. This sets the
stage for themes of coming judgment and
inauguration of Jesus’ kingdom in the
November lectionary. By Christ the King
Sunday, the judgment will be Christ's and from
the cross he will begin to reign over his
kingdom. When the thief dying alongside him
pleads, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom,” our Lord responds, “Today
you will be with me in paradise.” Truly, Luke
shows us, the kingdom has indeed come near
to us.

[ )

AUTUMN

September 5 — 15" Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 30:15 — 20
Psalm 1
Philemon 1 - 21
Luke 14:25 — 33

September 12 — 16" Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 32:7 — 14
Psalm 51:1 — 10
1 Timothy 1:12 — 17
Luke 15:1 - 10

September 19 — 17" Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 8:4 -7

Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1 -7
Luke 16:1 - 13

September 26 — 18" Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 6:1a,4 -7
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6 — 19
Luke 16:19 — 31

/ nothing’s gg hord.

St. Paul’'s Prayer Line is activated by
calling the coordinator, Maxine Rieman at
952-297-7777 from 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM or
calling the church office when she cannot
be reached.

Other prayer resources are available at
www.elca.org/prayer.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please deliver within 5 days
of September 1, 2010
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AMERY

WELCOME STATEMENT

We at St. Paul's are committed to welcoming you . . .

We are committed to welcoming everyone, living as a reconciling people
in our life together and in our outreach to the community.




