e Christian Stewardship is ...

grateful and responsible use of God's gifts in the light of God's purpose as
revealed in Jesus Christ. Christian stewards, empowered by the Holy Spirit,
commit themselves to conscious, purposeful decisions.
« Stewardship is lived out in:
— living and telling the Good News;

— sharing with God in seeking justice, peace, and the integrity of creation in an
interdependent universe;

— wisely employing God-given human resources, abilities, and relationships;

— sharing the material resources we hold and giving them in service, justice, and
compassion;

— providing for future generations;

— sharing in the life, worship, and responsible stewardship of the Church and of its
mission.

— Both for the individual and for the community, stewardship is a joyful act for the
sake of God's world.

» CIiff notes version: Stewardship is ...

our responsibility to use our time, talents, and treasure wisely as God’s
collaborators in the work of creation, redemption and sanctification.

« Tonight, we will be discussing

One of the many ways we practice Christian Stewardship is collectively as
part the St. Paul's Lutheran Church congregation. Tonight’s focus is on our
stewardship at work as a congregation.



ii‘ii St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Annual Stewardship Gathering — Our Stewardship at Work

Agenda
» Opening Prayer
» Our Stewardship at work in local ministry
» Poster Review
» The Lighthouse
» Our Stewardship at work in stretching our horizons
 Dream Team and more
e Our Stewardship at work beyond our community
 ELCA, World Hunger ... and more
« LETS EAT
» Table Discussion Starters
o Our Stewardship Looking Forward
e Our Financial status and plans for 2012
* A bit about pledging and the pledge cards
 Closing Prayer
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iiiii St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Our Stewardship at work in local ministry (continued)
 The Lighthouse and more

Our Stewardship at work in stretching our horizons
« Dream Team and more

Our Stewardship at work beyond our community
« ELCA, World Hunger, Malaria Project ... and more

Our Stewardship at work in membership growth
18 new members (about 15% growth) in this past year

Our Stewardship Going Forward — Table Discussion
« Why are we doing ???
* | would like to live out our stewardship by ???
* | would like to get in involved in ??? But don’t know how



Conversation Ice Breaker

Top ten reasons a person should give to the church:

10. So that we won't have to install parking meters to pay the bills
9. Winter is cold and dark -- we need heat and light on Sunday morning

8. So that when you put money in the plate others will think that you're rich
and successful

7. Three words: No more qguilt

6. So that the ushers don't start drooling and growling as the offering plates
are passed

5. It has been said that for every dollar that is given you could get back
4! This increases your chances of being a winner!

4. Just in case there is a hell

3. So that Mike won't have to wear sackcloth and ashes at our next annual
congregational meeting on January 29

2. Because it is more blessed to give than to receive and we know that God
loves a cheerful giver

1. So that we can live into God's dream for our congregation to truly become
a place of extravagant grace, radical inclusion and relentless compassion.



